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-DAMASCUS (R) — Jott^. Tadcey, Iraq, r Syria and Egypt Sunday 





talks. The project was first endorsed by die five states in 1989. Turkey’s 
Minister- of lar-rgy and Natural Resources, Etstn Faralyali, said on 
Saturday the. iokedgrid would serve ISO mfifioo people. Syrian Electricity 
Minister Kamel AI-Baba said the project should be a first stage t owa rd s 
connecting the five states with Gulf Arab countries who have a surplus 
and finking these countries with Europe t hrou gh Turkey. He said 
Maghreb Arab countries shook] be linked with die five fl ww gh Egypt, 
ami other African states could also join the network. 
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British defence 
chief arrives 

* r> 

• AMMAN (Petra) — British Chief 
of Defence field Marshal Sir 
Richard Vincent arrived here 

1 v Sunday at tiro head of a military 
:f : delegation on a several-day visit 

, J ■ to Jordan, during which be will 
,' t '- meet with a number of senior 
'y - Jordanian officials and visit mitit- 
ary sites and historical and 
archaeological places. Sir Vra- 
-- r cent, who is accompanied by his 
< wife, was received upon arrival at 
^ ' the airport by the chairman of the 

* Joint Chiefs of Staff and senior 
v military officers. 

' FIS members held 
for shooting, arsdn 

ALGIERS (R) — Algerian 
security forces have arrested four 
Muslim fundamentalists who 
tried to kill a government official, 
- stole explosives and carried out 
i arson attacks, the official news 
. agency APS said Sunday. It said 
■; Hallab Abdul Malek, 26, a mem- 
ber of the outlawed Islamic Salva- 
tion Front (FIS), shot and 
r wounded the official from 
Hamma-Bouaziane, near the 
eastern dty of Constantine, on 
Aug. 21. Three accomplices, also 
FIS members, acted as lookouts 
and masterminded the attack. 

^ Kuwait to buy 
American tanks 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait has 
chosen the U.S. Abrams M1-A2 
tank, similar to those which 
helped the allies win die Gulf war 
against Iraq, as the mam battle 
tank for its army. The official 
Kuwait News Agency (KUNA) 
quoted Defence Mhri&er Sheikh 
Ali Sabah A1 Salem A1 Sabah as 
saying Sunday that a committee 
of military experts had chosen the 
tank because it is “die most re- 
sponsive to Kuwaiti army re- 
quirements.” The minister said 
the Abriuns had shown the best 
performance in desert combat 
conditions “as proven during the 
war for the liberation of Kuwait.* 1 
Sheikh Ali said contacts were 
under way with the U.S. govern- 
ment to facilitate tbe purchase of 
the tanks made by General Dyna- 
mics Corporation. KUNA did not 
say how many tanks Kuwait 
would buy or give the expected 
value of tbe deal. British Challen- 
. • ger tanks competed with U.S. 
P tanks m desert trials this summer 
for a contract expected to involve 
300 to 400 tanks and spare parts 
worth an estimated $14 billion. 

; 7 killed in Kurdish 
violence In Turkey 

- ANKARA (R) — Seven people 
including a 10-year-old girl have 
been killed in the latest Kunfisb- 
related violence in southeastern 
Tnxkey, officials said Sunday. Six 

; rebels of the separatist Kurdish 
Labonr Party (FKK) died in three 
separate clashes, security officials 
said. Guerrillas fired rockets into 
Belenoluk village in Suit pro- 
vince Saturday night, killing 10- 
year-Wd Bisenk Basak and 
wonnding her parents, the 
& Anatolian news agency said. 
Three of tbe dead rebels were 
killed early Sunday by troops 

- pursuing them after they 
abducted four people from a con- 
voy of cars held up on a highway 
m Bitlis province late on Satur- 
day. Officials said tbe fate of the 
four kidnapped travellers was not 
known. Two others rebels were 

, j killed in a clash near Kodak town 
’ in Batman province and a third 
died in Emncan province after a 
gunfight with troops. 

Algeria, Italy sign 
$8b gas accord 

ALGIERS (R) — Algeria Sun- 
*<day signed a 20-year contract 
valued at around S8 billion at 
current prices to sell natural gas 
to Italy. Under the agreement, 
Algeria’s state oil and gas com- 
pany Sonatrach will defiver four 
billion cubic metres of gas a year 
tef the Italian state electricity 
firm, ENEL. ENEL President 
Franco Viezzofi said at a signing 
ceremony ha Algiers after two 
years of negotiations: “We are 
interested in opening negotia- 
tions, from today if necessary, to 
. double this quantity." Delivery is 

- due to start late in 1994 through 
the Transmed pipeline, running 
from Algeria through Tunisia and 
under the Mediterranean to Italy. 

• Work is already underway to 
increase tile pipeline capacity 
from an existing 16 billion cubic 
' metres to 24 telfion a year by 
1994. 
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Egyptiait, UAE presidents hold talks 

ABU DHABI (R) — Egypt’s President Hosni Mubarak arrived in the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) Sunday for talks with UAE President 
Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan A1 Nahayan on regional issues. It will be the 
second meeting between the two leaden in less than a month. Tbe 
Emirates News' Agency said Mr. Mubarak stopped in Abu Dhabi for a 
brief visit on his way to China. The Egyptian leader left Cairo Sunday for 
a tour which will also take him to North Korea, Russia and Poland to 
discuss the Middle East peace process. (See page 2) “The visit of Mubarak 
to the UAE may present itself to be most important... considering what 
emerged from Sbakh Zayafs last meeting in Cairo,,* 1 tbe official UAE 
newspaper A1 Ittihad daily said in an editorial Sunday. “(That meeting) 
called for increased consultations and galvanising Arab unity which 
■ in tbe region made necessary." In Cairo last month the two leaders 


three days of talks about a territorial row between Iran and the UAE 
over the Gulf island of Abu Musa and two other islands. Egypt was one of 
20 Arab League states which backed the UAE in its dispute with Iran over 
the three islands. Mr. Mubarak has also mediated in a border clash 
between Saudi Arabia and Qatar last week. 
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says detainees end strike 


Combined agency dispatches 


VIOLENT CLASHES continued 
in tbe occupied territories Sunday 
as Palestinians pressed ahead 
with demonstrations in support-of 
Pales tinian prisoners on hunger- 
strike in Israeli jails. The occupa- 
tion authorities said late Sunday 
that the prisoners had agreed to 
end the hanger-strike, but there 
was no immediate confirmation 
of the a g reement from Palesti- 
nians. 

The Israeli army rushed rein- 
forcements into the occupied ter- 
ritories to quell violent protests 
which left a Palestinian teenager 
dead and 36 others wounded in 
dashes with troops. 

In the occupied Gaza Strip, a 
Jewish settler was (tilled by an 
Arab who struck tbe man with a 
hoe, the army said. 

The settler was attacked as he 
repaired a computerised irriga- 
tion system in a hothouse at 
Ganne Tal, two kilometres from 
Khan Yanis, the army said. 

Troops erected roadblocks and 
searched the area for suspects, 
the army said. The motive was 
not immediately known. 

The slaying came on tbe third 
day of in the past week 

between troops and Palestinians 
demonstrating in solidarity with 
Palestinian prisoners on hunger- 
strike since Sept. 27 to demand 
better conditions. 


Later Sunday, Police Minister 
Mosbe Shahal announced that 
hunger-strikers informed him 
they had agreed to end the strike, 
said his spokesman Rafi Levy. 

He did not give further details, 
bat Israel Radio said a deal was 
struck after police and prison 
authority officials agreed to look 
into tiro inmates demands starting 
Tuesday. 

Palestinian leaders could not 
immediately confirm the report. 

Earlier the army took the on- 
usual step of opening its main 
West Bank prison to the media, 
seeking to counter the hunger- 
strike. 

Honrs after Israeli, Arab and 
foreign journalists visited the cen- 
tral prison near Nablus, the 
police ministry announced that 
the inmates had called off their 
strike, 15 days after it began. 

- Ministry spokesman Rafi Levy 
added that the deal was reached 
after Police Minster Shahal and 
prison authority officials agreed 
to investigate the inmates de- 
mands, “with particular emphasis 
oh tiro humanitarian ones,** start- 
ing Tuesday. 

He stressed tbe prisoners were 
promised better conditions as 
long as improvement does not 
harm “security.” AH prisoners 
began eating again after tbe deal 
was announced, Mr. Levy added. 

During the prison visit, jour- 
nalists were allowed to interview 


fasting inmates at random, out of 
earshot of the wardens, and were 
briefed in four languages, by 
senior prison officials. 

■Tbe med&eveut 'reflected the 
gpvainnent's concern- that the 
hunger-strike that began Sept 27 
was leading to increasingly 
bloody .co nf r on tations between 
troops' and Palestinians, and could 
disrupt the U.S.-sponsored peace 
talks resuming 'later, tins month. 

At least three Palestinians have 
been killed and more than 100 
wounded by troops during 
weekend incidents in the occu- 
pied territories that grew from 
rallies supporting the hunger- 
strike. 

Thus the government was ea- 
ger to settle the strike and prove 
to the inmates 1 families that con- 
ditions are not bad enough to 
warrant street protests. 

The strike began at central 
prison, an 850-imoate lockup on a 
mountainside outside Nablus, 
and s|nead to other prisons. 

After a two-day halt for nego- 
tiations between prisoners’ repre- 
sentatives and Mr. Shahal, the 
fast resumed last Thursday in tbe 
Nabhis prison and seven others. 

Inmates told reporters their 
strike was entirely over condi- 
tions in central prison and other 

(Continued on page 5) 

Women stage solidarity protest In 
Amman, page 3 


U.N. team to demand further 
details of Iraq’s Scud missiles 


BAHRAIN (Agencies) — The 
leader of the largest U.N. 
weapons inspection team to visit 
Iraq Sunday his mission will focus 
on up to 200 Send missiles that 
intelligence sources believe may 
still be hidden. 

Nildta Smidovich, a Russian, 
said the inspection was not re- 
lated to the Nov. 3 U.S. presiden- 
tial election. 

Iraq tried to delay the team’s 
two-week mission, to start Fri- 
day, saying it is wary of a U.S.- 
engineered attempt to provoke a 
confrontation to help President 
George Bush. 

Upon arrival at the team’s re- 
gional headquarters in Bahrain, 
Mr. Smidovich said: 

“This inspection was planned 
long, long ago. So we don’t see 
any operational reason for it to be 
postponed, and of coarse we’re 
not influenced by political events 
outside the mandate of the Secur- 
ity Council." 

Rolf Ekeus, chairman of the 
U.N. special commission in 


charge of the inspectors, had 
already .rejected Baghdad’s re- 
quest He said it was not within his 
mandate to take political issues 
into consideration. 

Mir. Smidovich said his 50- 
member team, which includes 
unclear, chemical and biological 
weapons experts, planned sur- 
prise visits to sites previously 
undeclared by Iraq. 

And be affirmed tiro right of 
tiro team to enter any building — 
government mmstries or even 
presidential palaces — if there 
was a need to do so. 

Mr. Sandovicfa’s team will be 
the 45th sent in by the commis- 
sion' to implement the coundTs 
Gulf war ceasefire Resolution 
687, winch demamfc elimination 
of Iraq's nuclear, chemical and 
btdogi(al weapons programmes 
and long-range ballistic missiles. 

Freed American bomb- 
disposal expert Chad Hall arrived 
in Kuwait Sunday. 

Mr. Hall, hired to dear ordn- 
ance left over from the 1991 Gulf 


war, was arrested by two Iraqi 
policemen Thursday one 
kilometre on the U.N.- 
designaled Kuwaiti side of tbe 
border. 

Iraq, tacitly admitting it had 
made a mistake, released him to 
the U.N. Iraq-Kuwait Observer 
Mission ‘ (UNBKOM) Saturday. 

Under Iraqi law, anyone enter- 
ing the country without a visa can 
be jailed for up to 20 years and 
several foreigners have been con- 
victed after being arrested near 
tbe country’s borders. . 

The Swedish Foreign Ministry 
said Sunday Iraq bad said it 
would reconsider the cases of 
three Swedes jailed for illegally 
entering the country. 

Ministry spokeswoman Ingrid 
Iremark said Iraqi Foreign Minis- 
ter Mohammad Saeed A1 Sahaf 
made the pledge to a Swedish 
envoy in Baghdad Saturday (see 
1*8® 2) . 

There was no immediate news 
(Continued on page 5) 


Security court begins trial of 
Islamic Jihad splinter group 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A case against a 
Palestinian Muslim fun- 
■ danrontalist leader has gone to 

the State Security Court, in 
the second case involving an 
illegal armed group to be tried 
in Jordan in tbe lari three 
months. 

Ibrahim Mohammad Abdul 
Rahman Sirbel, 64, was for- 
mally charged Saturday with 
affiliation with and collecting 
funds for an illegal group, and 
unlicensed possesion of explo- 
sives and weapons. 

Legal sources said the case 
against Mr. Sirbel, a native of 
Hebron the occupied West 
Bank, was not related to the 
ongoing trial of another Illegal 
group, Shabab A1 Nafeer A1 
Islami. 

Lower House of Parfiament 
members Laith Shbeflat and 
Yaccoub Qarrash are tiro first 
and second defendants in tiro 
A! Nafeer case, with two Jabal 
Hussein shopkeepers as the 


third and fourth. The 1 trial'. 
_ resumes Monday after a six- 
day recess. 

The charge-sheet, against 
Mr. Sirbel, filed by prosecutor 
Captain Hassan Tarawneh. 
said the accused was affiliated 
with an illegal group known as- 
“Islamic Jihad — Al Aqsa 
Battalions.” 

Tbe group, according to the 
indictment, Was set up in 1990 
by Mr. Sirbel after splitting 
from the Islamic Jihad group, 
which was established in the 
early 1980s in the occupied 
territories. The other faction 
is headed by Sheikh As’ad 
Bayoud A1 Tamimi arid calk 
itself “Islamic Jihad — BeitAl 


Both groups are known to 
have ideological and political 
diffe r ences with almost every 
other Islamic movement in tiro 
region, including the Muslim 
Brotherhood as well as the 
Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment, Hamas, based in tbe 
occupied Gaza Strip. 

The two-page indictment 


'said that Mr. Sirbel', the lone 
'defendant in the case,-. coT-.. 
fected funds and recruited, 
people into. the ^roup, induc- 
ing non-Jordanians. / 

It identified four noi*- 
Jordanian . members of. tbe 

n p as Fayez A1 Azzwad of 
in, Saleh Abdul ’Al of 
Algeria, Hussein A1 Anbar of 
■Saudi Arabia and Amjad AJ 
Muhanna of Syria (no in- 
formation was immediately 
available ori tbe whereabouts 
of these people). ' 

'Hie indictment did not rite 
any specific operation carried 
(Hit by Islamic jihad — A1 
Aqsa Battalions, but said that 
Mr. Sirbel had collected 

585,000 to finance the group’s 
activities, mdtuhng the purch- 
ase of explosives, arms and 
ammunition, which were 
seized by tiro security forces in 
a raid in August. 

Mr. Sirbel, director of a 
so-called Middle East Cultural 
Centre in Russeifa, was 

{C onti nued on page 5) 



Israeli forces arrest a Palestinian demonstrator in Arab East Jeru salem 

Government to compensate farmers 
who followed ministry regulations 


AMMAN (I.T.) — Prime Minis- 
ter Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker Sun- 
day visited the Ministry of Agri- 
culture and raffirmed that the 
gov e r nm ent would compensate 
formers whose crops were des- 
troyed because they were irri- 
gated with contaminated water. 

Farmers who had their crops 
destroyed because they were 
grown near the Khirbet A1 Sarara 
waste-water treatment plant or 
along the Zarqa River will be 
compensated for their losses if 
they had followed the ministry’s 
instructions to plant only veget- 
ables that can be eaten after 
cooking, the prime minister said. 

Tbe prime minister stressed 


that the government wants a 
tomato paste factory planned for 
A1 Mafraq goveraorate to be 
constructed as soon as possible. 
Currently, Jordan has two tomato 
paste factories; one at Arida and 
the other at Gfaor Safi, both in 
the Jordan Valley region where 
most of Jordan’s agricultural pro- 
ducts are grown. 

Speaking on Jordan Televirion 
Saturday evening. Minister of 
Agriculture Fayez Khasawneh 
reaffirmed that agricultural pro- 
duce sold in local markets was 
“safe and fit for human consump- 
tion." 

He said that the contaminated 
vegetables which the government 


ordered destroyed last mpnth 
constituted a small percentage of 
tiro produce of a limited area of 
land in the Khirbet AJ Samra area 
near Zarqa. 

The minister said that 48 out of 

2,000 cultivated dunums were 
affected. He said that fanners 
who violated the ministry’s in- 
structions and grew vegetables 
that can be eaten raw in that area 
would not be compensated. 

In his television interview 
Saturday evening the minis ter 
also invited private-sector firms 
to take tbe initiative and set up 
processing plants for different 
vegetables and fruits other than 
tomatoes. 


Arafat 
to meet 
Hamas 
in Sudan 


AMMAN (Agencies) — Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Chairman Yasser Arafat 
and leaders of tbe Muslim fun- 
damentalist movement Hamas 
will meet in Khartoum next 
month to try to end ioter- 
Palestinian fighting in the Israeli- 
occupied territories, Hamas said 
Sunday. 

Jordan-based Hamas repre- 
sentative Mohammad Nazal said 
he met two members of tbe Cen- 
tral Committee of Mr. Arafat’s 
mainstream Fateh in Amman 
Saturday. 

“We agreed on a meeting be- 
tween Arafat and Hamas during 
the first week of November in 
Khartoum to discuss the internal 
fighting in tiro occupied territor- 
ies and to try to put an end to it,” 
Mr. Nazal told Reuters. 

An agreement readied In Au- 
gust between the main Palesti- 
nian factions in the occupied ter- 
ritories to end bloody infighting 
has had little effect. 

“The agreement that was 
reached last August was not' 
translated into action on the 
ground. The meeting with Arafat 
is an attempt to make the agree- 
ment work.” Mr. Nazal said. 

A majority of Jordan-based 
members of the Palestine Nation- 
al Council (PNC) said Sunday 
they support continued peace 
talks with Israel. 

A statement by tiro Palestinian 
mission in Amman listed 90 PNC 
members who reaffirmed their 
support for the Arab-Israeli 
peace talks backed by the PLO. 

The members said they consi- 
dered the negotiating process 
pari of tiro “national struggle 
against Israeli occupation." 

The group of 90 forms a major- 
ity of Jordan-based members of 
the PNC, which has more than 
400 seats. 

Mr. Arafat has recently come 
under criticism from hardline 
PLO factions which have urged 
him to suspend Palestinian parti- 
cipation in talks they regard as a 
sell-out. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Sheikh Saad said declining premiership 


KUWAIT (Agencies) — Crown 
Prince Sheikh Saad Al Abdullah 
Al Sabah has declined to form a 
new- cabinet to replace the one 
that resigned following tbe elec- 
tion of the country’s first post-war 
lent, press reports said 


In what diplomats are calling a 
rare display of public pique over 
Al Sabah infighting, the crown 
prince, who is also prime minis- 
ter, said he felt be needed more 
support for his past efforts. 

The Al Qabas independent dai- 
ly quoted unidentified sources as 
saying tiiat Sheikh Saad asked the 
rufing emir,: Sheikh Jaber Al 
Ahmad Al Sabah, to relieve him 
.of tlfe .prime ministry job. ^ 

V .The. newspaper ; djd not 'give 
reasons', hut pro-goveiiimda't Al 
'Styrisah.' drily .■sand'- the /crown 
■prince’s, decision, was. ^hot -final. 


especially since the emir himself 
was working on dissuading him. 

“Attempts are underway to 
convince bis highness to change 
' his mind . .. but be believes that if 
there is no consensus on him as a 
person, he would rather not con- 
tinue,” said Al Siyassah, quoting 
unidentified political observers. 

Western diplomats, speaking 
on condition of anonymity, said it 
appeared to be a public attempt 
to stop rival factions of the family 
from sniping at him to get tbe job 
themselves. . 

The diplomats also said they 
expected Sheikh Saad to retain 
bom jobs', although many victors 
in the OcL- 5 election campaigned 
on a platform of splitting the.two. 

A government official said she 
could 'nor. believe the 'reports. 

:THe only ffiing lean believe in. 
is the decree, from his highness 


the emir," said AmaJ Al Hamad, 
assistant under-secretary for in- 
ternational media at tbe Ministry 
of Information. 

“It (tiro press reports) is some- 
thing we cannot believe in unless 
we see tiro official statement of 
the government," she added. 

However, she decimed to con- 
firm or deny the reports. 

Since the opposition, which 
took 35 of 50 seats, was for 
splitting the job, royal opponents 
of Sheikh Saad were trying use 
that to get the post themsdvet. 
diplomats said. 

Sheikh Saad’s office would not 
comment on the reports, but the 
crown prince had complained in a 
■recent televisied interview that 
members of the past parliaments 
had refused to accept government 
portfolios. He is believed to be 
having the same: difficulties now. 


In his resignation letter, be 
sounded defensive against sharp 
campaign attacks against the 
competence of bis ministers. 

The crown prince was expected 
to start consultations Saturday to 
form a government before the 
parliament’s first session Oct. 20 ; 
Kuwaitis expect the cabinet to 
indicate how much the ruling Al 
Sabah family intends to cooper- 
ate with die parliament. 

Deputies have been calling on 
Sheikh Saad to choose two-thirds 
of the new cabinet from parlia- 
ment members. TTroy believe this 
wfli ensure cooperation between 
the legislature and the executive 
authority. 

All 16 ministers have the right 
to vote in parliament. Sheikh 
Saad has never given more than 

(Continued on page 5) 


Most Lebanese Christians boycott polls 


BEIRUT (R) — Most Christians 
in Lebanon’s Maromte heartland 
boycotted the final stage Sunday 
of disputed parliamentary polk 
that split their community and 
sparked a national political crisis. 

Many residents streamed to 
churches instead of polling sta- 
tions. Church bdls tolled “to 
mourn democracy." 

Officials repented an 18 per 
cent turnout in the mountainous 
Keserwan area north and north- 
east of Beirut after voting dosed 
at 5 p.m. (1500 GMT)- 

They said 24,000 out of 78,000 
dibble people voted to choose 
five Maromte Cathobc candidates 
from among 21 hopefuls for the 
new hatf-Chratian half-Muslim 
128-member assembly. 

Christians shut ' down east 
Beirut and the mountains in tbe 
second day of a protest strike. 
Christian areas looked like a 


ghost town with empty streets. 

Many people hoisted black cof- 
fins and Lebanese flags wrapped 
with black ribbons in mourning. 
Some staged sit-ins at churches 
while others demonstrated shoot- 
ing slogans denouncing President 
Enas Hrawi’s Syrian-backed gov- 
ernment and the polls. 

“No to a Syrian appointment of 
deputies,” said one slogan. 

The historically-dominant 
Maromte community dismisses 
the election as a ploy by Syria to 
tighten its grip on Lebanon and 
bas frequently urged Mr. Hrawi’s 
government to postpone voting. 

Maromte Patriarch Nasrallah 
Boutros Sfeir, the spearhead of 
the opposition, told Sunday 
prayers: “We were very much 
hoping that the people would be 
allowed to select their representa- 
tives freely and without any 
pressure..." 


“Instead and to tbe contrary, 
these elections came to be a 
crossing bridge for implementing 
plots which will be uncovered 
with time,” he said. 

The Christian community 
ceded enshrined influence to 
Muslims in tbe 1989 Taif peace 
accord that helped end tbe civil 
war in 1990. Its leaders wanted 
the polls delayed until Syria’s 

35,000 troops withdraw from 
Beirut in line with the pact. 

Christian fury increased when 
most of tbe winning candidates in 
the first three rounds of voting in 
August and September were pro- 
Syrian Christians and pro-Iranian 
Muslim fundamentalists. 

Christians believe the newly- 
elected parliament would senm 
the interest of Syria, which 
orchestrates Lebanon's security 
and politics in accordance with a 
cooperation treaty signed in 1991. 


The Keserwan elections were 
set for August 30 but voting was 
suspended after all but one candi- 
date withdrew. 

Sunday’s contest was largely 
between two main candidate lists 
both made up of traditional feud- 
al leaders. One was led by Fares 
Bouez, Mr. HrawTs son-in-law 
and another by Racfiid Khazen. 

Mr. Bouez backed the boycott 
and resigned as foreign miniaer 
in August. He has since changed 
his mmd. 

“Our main problem is with the 
Syrian (militaiy) presence ... Sy- 
rian troops exert a psychological 
pressure in Lebanon ... Syria’s 
influence goes far beyond the 
new assembly to all levels,” 
opposition spokesman Farouq 
Abflamaa told Reuters. 

Thousands of tank-led troops 
and policemen deployed in the 
mountains and Beirut, 
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Kurdish leader warns Iran 
against helping Turkish Ku 


Russians seek to keep 
Afghan border sealed 


SALAHUDIN, Iraq (AP) — A 
top Iraqi Kurdish leader has said 
the week-long fight with separat- 
ist Turkish Kurdish rebels was 
nearly over and warned Iran not 
to interfere to prolong it. 

Jalal Talabani, who heads one 
of the two main Iraqi Kurdish 
guerrilla groups, said the Turkish 
rebels were retreatin g towards 
Iran in the Baradust (Khakurk) 
area. He said the Turkish Kurds 
were 'driven Saturday from the 
last areas bordering Turkey. 

“Today or tomorrow the op- 
eration wil] be finished unless the 
Iranians interfere with their 
forces," said Mr. Talabani. 

Iraqi Kurds mounted an offen- 
sive a week ago to oust the 
guerrillas of the Kurdish Labour 
Party (PKK) from sanctuaries in- 
side northern Iraq. 

The Iraqi Kurds view the Tur- 
kish rebels as a threat to their 
main supply lines that move 
through Turkey. They also want 
good relations with Turkey be- 
cause the Western warplanes pro- 
tecting the Iraqi Kurds from die 
Iraqi military are based in Tur- 
key. 

Mr. Talabani said Iranian in- 
tervention was a "serious possi- 
bility." He said Iran’s 67th infan- 
try division and a commando 
division had moved to the Iraqi 
border. 

He contended Western military 
officials, whom 1 he met with 
Saturday, did not rule out Iranian 
intervention. 

‘Td tike to warn Iran. If con- 
tinues to interfere in our internal 
affairs, if it allows the PKK to use 
its territory against the regional 
government of Iraqi Kurdistan, It 
means that Iran is playing with 
fire," Mr. Talabani said. 

“And when a fire is ignited, it 
. will not remain on only one side 







Jalal Talabani 

of the border. Yon will have it on 
the other side as well," he 
warned. 

“If Iran attacks well resist and 
never surrender,” Mir. Talabani 
said, talking to reporters at tins 
former mountain resort after a 
meeting with Masoud Barzani, 
another top Iraqi guerrilla leader, 
and officials of the Western milit- 
ary mtsrion in northern Iraq. 

Mr. Talabani said he expected 
the Irani am to send in Iranian 
forces dressed in Kurdish garb to 
help the PKK. 

He said the by Saturday die 
PKK forces controlled only an 
area extending about 10 
kilometres from the Iranian bor- 
der. 

“If Iran opens its borders to the 
PKK for attacks against Iraqi 
Kurds, then we will open our 
borders for the (separatist) Ira- 
nian Kurds based in Iraq, whom 
we were not permitting to carry 
out operations against Iran,” hie 
threatened. 

Mr. Talabani said there were 


"several thousand” Iranian Kur- 
dish rebels in Iraq. 

He said the fear of Iranian 
intervention stemmed from what 
be called Tehran’s dwindling con- 
trol over Iraqi Shiite opposition 
groups based in Iran. 

Last month, die Iraqi Shiites 
formed a united front with the 
Iraqi Kurds and other opposition 
groups in an effort to topple Iraqi 
Preadent Saddam Hussein and 
set up a democratic and pluralis- 
tic Iraq with Western support. 

The PKK has been fighting 
since 1984 for self-rule in south- 
eastern Turkey, where half of the 
country’s 12 million Kurds live. 
Over 5,000 people have died hi 
the fighting. 

Turkish’ military officials put 


las inside Turkey and 4,500 more 
deployed outside its borders, 
mostly in northern Iraq. 

The PKK has attacked Turkish 
army posts from sanctuaries in 
northern Iraq grabbed after the 
Gulf war. Iraqi Kurds attacked 
the sanctuaries last Sunday. 

Iraqi Kurds contend Iraqi Kur- 
dish civilians have been killed and 
wounded" 1 by punitive strikes by 
Turkish jets against the Turkish 
rebels in the area. 

“There will be no more attacks 
against Turkey by the PKK from 
northern Iraq,” Mr. Talabani de- 
clared Saturday. 

He said Iraqi Kurdish forces 
would station units i n the area to 
prevent the return of rebels. 

In return, he called on Turkey 
to not allow the PKK to sever the 
supply line to northern Iraq by 
halting thousands of trucks cros- 
sing the border with food for the 
Kurds. 

The PKK threatened the driv- 
ers Friday in an attempt to Mock 
the traffic. 


PYANDZH, Tajikistan (AP) — 
Dust billows from the ground 
with each step, and prickly under- 
brush scrapes at passersby. Walls 
of barbed wire stretch above, 
forming the Tajik-Afghao fron- 
tier that Russian troops are trying 
feverishly to keep dosed. 

“We absolutely have to hold 
this border,” said Ueutenant- 
Cokmel Viktor Abramov, com- 
mander of a border post near this 
town 150 kilometres south of the 
Tajik capital of Dushanbe. “If we 
don’t, where will it go? How far 
will it move? 1 

The question is bearing down 
on Russia and Central Asia. The 
Soviet collapse has plunged the 
impoverished Republic of Ta- 
jikistan into civil war and driven 
thousands of refugees to other 
republics. 

The Tajik violence has in- 
creased fears of an Islamic back- 
lash in Central Aria, a vast swath 
of territory stre tchin g from Tur- 
key to China. 

Three years after Soviet troops 
gave up trying to control Afgha- 
nistan, they are coming bade to 
haunt the Rnssians in Tajikistan; 
which shares a language and cul- 
ture with Afghanistan. 

Afghans and Tajiks are smug- 
gjjng thousands of Soviet and 
Chinese-made weapons into Ta- 
jikistan, where they are used in a 
civil war that is a bloody mix of 
political and tribal violence. 

“During April and May, only 
Afghans were bringing in the 
guns. But then in May, the locals 
started going over to get them,” 
Col. Abramov said. 

When Tajik President Rakb- 
man Nabiyev was ousted last 
month by a coalition of democra- 
tic and Islamic groups, smuggling 
increased. Many weapons 
allegedly were bought by Mr. 


NabryeVs government to arm his 
rural supporters- Others went to 
opponents of the Nabiyev gov- 
ernment 

Lt. CoL Valery Kocheno, de- 
puty commander at the Russian 
border guards 1 headquarters in 
Dushanbe, said an estimated 
4,000 automatic rifles have been 
smuggled in since June. 

Others put the number as high 
as 20,000 this year, although bor- 
der officials would only say the 
figure was “significant-" The In- 
terfax news agency reported 
Wednesday that in September, 
more than 70 weapons, 40,000 
rounds of ammunition and many 
band grenades were seized by 
customs officials. 

The flood of weapons has 
driven the black market price to 
abut HQS for a Kalashnikov 
assault rifle, half the cost in 
neighbouring Uzbekistan. 

The task of keeping out 
Afghan guns has fallen on the 
former Soviet border guards, who 
were formally taken under Rus- 
sian control under a bilateral 
treaty in August from the Com- 
monwealth of Independent 
States. 

Russia, Tajikistan, Kazakhstan 
and Kyrgyzstan agreed earlier 
tins year to increase the size of 
die border force s by 1,200 and a 
Kyrgyz contingent reportedly has 
arrived. 

The white, red and bine Rus- 
sian flag flies over Cot Abra- 
mov’s small base at Pyandzfa, 
near die huge Dzerzhinsky collec- 
tive farm that sprawls in the 
sunbaked valley north of the 
Pyandzfa River. 

The frontier, roughly the width 
of a four-lane highway, is a canal 
of plowed (firt, flanked by barbed 
wire fences and bashes. 
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FBI probes 
handling 
of Iraq 
loans case 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Federal Bureau of Investigations 
(FBI) has begun investigati ng the 
Justice Department’s handling of 
a involving illegal loans to 
Iraq, as the administration sought 
tn limit fallout from disclosures 
that, officials provided mislead- 
ing information to a federal 
court. 

The FBI investigation, which 
began Saturday, also came as a 
private dispute between the Jus- 
tice Department and the Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA) 
erupted into the open following 
two days of secret hearings by the 
Senate Intelligence Committee 
into why both agencies gave 
Atlanta Judge Marvin Shoob in- 
correct information last month. 

The review by the FBI and the 
department’s public integrity sec- 
tion was requested by top Justice 
Department officials Friday 
night, said spokesman Paul 
McNulty. 

Sen. David Boren, the Oklaho- 
ma Democrat wbo heacb the Sen- 
ate Intelligence Committee, 
praised the Justice Department’s 
decision and said FBI Director 
WflUam Sessions had promised to 
conduct his inquiry “in a totally 
independent fashion.” 

Specifically, the review is look- 
ing into contacts between the 
Justice Department and the CIA, 
which have accused each other 
behind closed doors of responsi- 
bility for misleading the court. 

Mr. Boren said agency officials 
offered on Sept. 18 to make a 
public statement “saying much 
more clearly and accurately” 
what they knew about the $5.5 
billion in illegal loans by the 
Atlanta branch of the Italian gov- 
ernment’s Banca Naztonale del 
Lavoro (BNL). 

The statement was supposed to 
explain a letter given die judge by 
the Justice Department — with 
CIA approval — a day earlier. 
Both agencies concede the Sept. 
17 letter, which was made public* 
was misleading because it implied 
that die CIA only bad public 
information about the role of 
BNL’s Rome headquarters — 
whereas both knew that the agen- 
cy also had secret re p o r t s . 

Those - ‘.secret reports were 
given to jfie judge, along with the 
tetter, ■fwr were not made public. 

Complidatiiig the dispute be- 
tween die two agencies is the 
CIA’s an nouncement last week 
that it had found a second batch 
of cables that it bad fluted to 
provide to the Justice Depart- 
ment. 

Mr. Boren said the CIA told 
him that the Justice Department 
“discouraged” it from making the 
Sept. 18 statement, which would 
have corrected the one given to 
Judge Shoob ..the day before by 
both agencies. 

“We cfidn’t make any effort to 
pressure CIA,” Larry Urgenson, 
head of the Justice Department’s 
fraud section, said in an inter- 
view. 

Spokesman McNulty said the 
CIA did propose a Sept. 18 state- 
ment, but the Justice Department 
refused to sign on because it. 
disagreed with one of its four 
points. Mr. McNulty said the 
CIA was free to provide the 
statement in its own name. 

The Justice Department’s 
problem with the proposed CIA 
state m ent goes to one of the 
major underlying issues in the 
case: Whether the CIA had in- 
formation showing that the Rome 
headquarters of BNL knew of (he 
tens to Iraq made by its Atlanta 
branch in the 1980s. The money, 
used in part to buy weapons, was 
partly guaranteed by the U.S. 

The proposed CIA statement 
said secret cables received by the 
agency from its sources did not 
“permit the definitive conclu- 
sion” that BNL headquarters 
knew of the Atlanta branch 
loans, Mr. McNulty said. 
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MID DLE EAST NEWS IN BBIBP 

Mubarak starts Far Eastern, Russtante 

CAIRO (AP) - President Hosni Mubarak startod^y a; 
leader’s trip will take him to 1 


A! Nahajram on tiie ^dispute 

'three islands m the Gulf. Mr. Mubarak. who ® A 

Foreign Minister Amr Musa and tas 

Baz. is also expected to discuss the Middle East 

during his tour. He is scheduled to move m 

There, the Egyptian team is expected to sign an agreemen t for t 

new loan from China, the official Middle East Nem Agency 

(MENA) said. Trade between Egypt andChroa 

million in 1991, and Cairo is hoping to balancethe 

has been in Peking’s favour, MENA said. During Jbjw to 

Russia, Mr. Mubarak will stress regional issues- Moscow » 

co-sponsoring with Washington the peace tails between Israel and 

the Arabs. Russia’s ambassador to Egypt, Valdimir Poliakov, sSd 

Mr. Mubarak’s Moscow trip will “strengthen an exchange at whh 

on regional problems, including means to add momentum to the 

Middle East peace process." * 

Iraq to reconsider case of Swedes 

STOCKHOLM (R) — Iraq has told Sweden it will reconsider the 
cases of three Swedes jailed for illegally entering the countr y, the 
foreign ministry in Stockholm said Sunday. Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Saeed A1 Sahaf made the pledge to a Swedish envoy m 
Baghdad Saturday, Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Ingrid Xremaik 
said. Lars Olof Brilioth, a former Swedish ambassador to I raq wh o 
has temporarily returned to Baghdad, repealed Sweden’s demand 
for the release of the three telephone engineers jailed on Sept. 20 
for seven years. According to Swedish authorities the three men, 
Christer Stromgren, Leif Westberg and Stef an W ihlboig, were 
working on a project in northern Kuwait and strayed by aceide w 
on Sept. 3 into Iraq, where they were arrested. “The Iraqi mimsGnr 
spin there would be a legal review of the three cases,” Mr. Iremark 
said. “He did not say when that would be or whether it would be a 
new trial.” But Sweden is encouraged by the swift release of 
American Chad Hall, who returned to Kuwait Sunday after'bemg 
arrested in the disputed border area between Kuwait and Iraq on 
Thursday. “I assume that the release of the American will leu to 
the release of the three Swedes,” the Swedish news agency TT 
quoted Cabinet Secretary Lars-Ake Nilsson as saying. 

Islamic ministers to meet in Iran 

MANAMA (R) — The Islamic Development Bank (IDB)taid 
Sunday finance ministers of its member states would meet hr Iran ! 
on Nov. 10 for two days of talks. The Jeddah-based bank said die 
meeting, the first since it was established in 1975, was at foe 
invitation of the banian government. The 45-member XDB was set 
up to promote trade exchanges between Islamic states. In 
compliance with Islamic law which bans usury, it does not take 
interest on the credit extended to its members. 

Iraqi daily brands Ozal servant of West 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq Sunday branded Turkish President, 
Turgut Ozal an “obedient servant" of Israel and the West as the 
speaker of parliament left for Ankara to boost relations with Iraq’s 
northern neighbour. A1 Qatfissiyah newspaper, the mouthpiece of 
Baghdad’s Defence Ministry, said in an editorial: “Ozal is an 
obedient servant and an accomplice in the implementation of the 
U.S. - Atlantic-Zionist scheme aimed at harming Iraq’s national , 
unity.” The Iraqi News Agency. (IN A) said National Assembly 
Speaker Saadi Mebdi Saleh Jeftnfar Ankara Sunday to promote 
relations- between the two countries. Turkey Mocked the flow of 
Iraqi oil exports shortly after Baghdad’s invasion of Kuwait in 1990 
and provided an airbase for the Western allies protecting Iraqi 
Kurds in the north. Iraq accuses Turkey of aiding and encouraging 
tire rebel Kurds to defy the central government. “Ozal's open 
support for foe agents in northern Iraq... reflects bis opportunist 
and ir respo ns ible attitude in dealing with world issues and is 
considered a flagrant interference in Iraq’s internal affairs,” AI 
Qadissiyah said. It said Mr. Ozal’s attitude towards Iraq did not 
reflect the opinion of the “friendly Turkish people or other Turkish 
parties.” 

Syrian film wins grand prix 

TUNIS (R) — The Syrian film “La Nirit” (Night), directed by 
Mohammad Mallas, took die Golden Tanit Prize at the 26th annual 
Cartiuge Rim FestivaL Mr. Mallas’s film recreates the political 
struggles in mandate Palestine between the two world wars. “I 
dedicate this prize to those who fought for Palestine and died for 
their silence,” Mr. Mallas said as he received the Tanit award, 
whose shape is the symbol of Roman Carthage. The festival, the 
main showcase of Afro- Arab cinema, dosed Saturday night. The 
SSver Tanit went to “Samba Traore"’ by Idrissa Oudrcago of 
Bulkina Faso, and the bronze to “Yeux Blues de Yonta" (Bine 
Eyes of Yonta) from Flora Gomez of Guinea Bissau. Egyptian 
actor Ahmad Zaki won the best actor award for his role as a shady 
lawyer who reforms in Atef Tayeb’s “Centre le Gouvemment” 
(Against the Government). Moroccan Souad Ferfaati was named 
best actress for her rote in Jelali Ferhati’s “La Plage de Enfants 
Perdus” (Beach of Lost Children). Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat’s wife Snha made a rare public appearance, telling the 
audience, “I shall see you very soon at a film festival in Jerusalem.” 

Iran rebels say Khomeini tomb bombed 

NICOSIA (AP) — An exiled Iranian opposition group said Sunday 
iteropjwrtm bombed foe Tehran tomb of Iran’s revolutionary 
wader Ayatollah Khomeini causing heavy damage. “Resistance 
mnteropportmg foe Mujahedeen inflicted heavy damage to 
Kbouram s tomb, by setting off three bombs; two Trent off inside 
foe shrine itself, foe Iraq-based Majahedeen-e-Khalq said in a 
ttatement sent toRemei* in Nicosia. Iran had earlier SimcmKed 

by “terrorist elements” exploded' 
outside the shrine Saturday. The Iranian news agency (IRNA) said 

2“* a *"WI® bomb. planted' in a 
dustbin on foe ground of foe shrine. The agency quotedas saying 
several people were arrested. M saying 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: ■'73111-19 


PROGRAMME TWO 

ItM' Cartoon 

IS: It Lcs Cbcvabcra da Gd 

19M News m French 

1MD 

2fcM Ncrw* in Arabic 

2fc39 The Fewer Thai Be 

2*slt Gone to the Dog* 

22.-M News in Engfish 

22£t ... — The Gravy Train 


MAYER TIMES 

94:14 Fhjr 

OSJI (Svorisc) Doha 

11:23 Dhufar 

14:41 'Asr 

17:15 Maghreb 

ifctt *lsha 

CHURCHES 

' St Mary Narereth Church Swdfkfa, 

Td. 810740 

AwwMtw ef God Chart*. Td. 
532785. 

SL Joseph Chart* Td. 624590. 
Chare* of the Aa nundit hm Td. 
63744ft 

Dr la Sale Chon* Td. 661757 
Tiinwnto Chon* Td: 622366 


Chravb of the 

623541. 


TcL 652826 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


771331. 

Araeobm Orthodox Chon* Td. 

775261. 

SL Ephrafaa Chert* Td. 771751. 
Ammao latmafiod CWrat* Td. 
685326. 

Evaofdkal Lutheran Chart* TcL 

811295. 

The Chrac* of Je» Christ aT Latter* 
Degr Saints Td. 823824, 654032. 
Claidi of the Un ar m Td. 67S691. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Departmental 

Meteorology. 

Slight rise in temperatnns wifl take 
place and winds wifl be easterly moder- 
ate. In Aqaba, it will be dusty and 
winds wfi be northerly moderate to 
fresh and seas calm. 

MinJMax. temp. 

Amman .............. Ij/30 

Aqaba 21 / 35 

D«a1» 13 (SI 

Jordan VaHey 21 7 35 

Yesterday's high temp er a tures: Am- 
man 27. Aqaba 31. Homkfiry readings: 
Amman Z7 per cent, Ante 38 per 


NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Rumq Noor 786680 

Pr. Z c i aZn g Moal ..... — 638S91 

Dr. Adnan Zagfakml 898140 

Dr. Abdul WdtabAwad 746070 

Firas pharmacy .................... 6619 12 

Ffcrdows pharmacy ............... 778336 

A 1 Arena pharma c y ........ — 637055 

Kumakb p harm acy 623672 

AI Sriam pharmacy ............... 636730 

Yaronb pharmacy 644945 

Shmds a n i p ha r ma cy ............. 637660 

Ndroqjh pharmacy ............... 623672 

Nojib pharmacy 847632 


IRBID; ' 

Dr. Rattan AI Saad ............. 273877 

ALSbaraa* pharmacy (275825) 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Zuri Hawatrach , 
Rama p h arma cy ..... 


993267 

995119 


Food Control Centre 

Gvil Defence Depar tm ent 

CM1 Defence Immediate 

Gril Defence Emergency 

Racuc Poficc — 192,621111. 

fire Brigade™ ........... 

Blood Bank. 

Highway Police 

Traffic Police 

Prffc Scanty Dcpsnnoi _ 

HotdComptaiirts 

Price Complaints 

Water and Sewerage 

Gomptakrts 

Amman MnrndpaGty 

Complaints... 

Tdcpbooc Information 
^ (direc tory aagstaacc) .......... 

Central Amman Telephone 

Rrnana 

AbdaKTclqphpuo Repairs ..... 

Jordan Tdcviaon 

RatSo Jordan .... 

Water Anthoritj i 

Jordan Electricity Authority ...! 
Electric Power 


Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 53200 

Queen Afia Inti. Airport 0853200 


.813813/32 
.. 644281/6 
... 642441/2 

642362 

636140 

.. 664171/4 
— 669131 

845845 

.. 667227/9 
. 666127/37 
... 664164/6 
„ 777101/3 
.775111/26 
.891611/15 
.60224000 
674155 


AMMAN: 

HuaadnMcdkil Centre — 
KhaBdi Maternity. J. Amu 
. AkSeh Maternity, J. Amn... 
Jabal Amman Maternity .... 

MaHras,J. Amman 

Palestine, Shmeimni 

Sfamdssd Hospital ... 

Unhnasity Hospital 

Al-Maasbei- Hospital 

The Islamic. AbdaE ......... 

AI-Ahfi, Abddi 

It alian . AF-Mubajrcca ...... 

AJ-Bashir.J. Asbrafich — 

'Army. Maria 

Owen Afia Hospital ...... 

Anal Hospital , — 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital ...... 

Zaroa National Hospital .. 

Ibn Sina Hospital 

AlHitapa Modem Htoptal — 
DEBD: 

PtbmaBanaaHaqdtti 



Greek CarboEeHoHMa! 
IboAl Nafcra ffeptri- 
AQABA: 

Prims Hap Hospital 4 


.(03)314111 


QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

7TUr iaftflnfHM k sappBed by Royal 
Jordmnmjj (RJ) inJ orntatiem Apart- 
meat at the OoeeaASm Jaterjatioaal 
Airport TcL (0B)S32Q(H>. where it 
abtmd a/mys be vprifkxL 


H091I Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Tormina! 1 ) 


• M3 

aid* ..... 
9909 ..... 
IMS 

ims ; 


.Sanaa ( 

Jeddah < 

— - Riyadh j 

^...._..Dn8atcai| 

«... Dubai, Abe Dhabi ( 

— NewDdhif 

— Beiruti 


M*S Cairo (RJ) 

1709 — New York, Amste r d am (RJ) 

IMS Bangkok (Rl) 

IMS ........... Casablanca. Tunis (RJ) 

OUwr Flights (Terminal 2) 

9909 Adcn/AL) 

9909 Dubai (EM) 

11:15 Khartoum (SU) 

1245 Muscat, Abu Dhabi, Doha (GF) 

1 638 Istanbul (TK) 

IMS Paris, Damascus (AF| 

i*2» Rome. Beirut (AZ) 

t>-» ..... Cairo (Me) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1 ) 

8feI5 Beirut (RJ) 

S fcM Damascus (RJ) 

TlzlS : Montrcai.Tonxrto (RJ) 

12:15, — Loodofl(RJ) 

VOS FrankfartfRJ) 

12945 Cairo (RJ) 

tt45 Moscow (RJ) 


2SkW :. 

MhAS 

— .. Dhahran(RJ) 

2109 


Other Rlgftte. (Terminal 2) 

lfcM - 


•fcBlt- 

lid* 

... — ..Ocinu(MBj 
...... Khartoum (SLn 


I3dl 

Bafanrin. Abu Dhabi, Muscat ( 

n09 Istanbul ( 

2MJ . ...... Cdro( 

23c3 “ — Damascus, Puis( 


Apple (rod) 

Banana 

Banana (Mukammar) ., 


Cabbage 

Carrot 

CanBfloirer 

sssaa-z 


Onion (Ay) 

jwjhd) 

«ppcr (sweet) 

Potato 

Tomato ... 

Rg — ZZ""™!;; 

Guva ...... 

Grapes “ 

— “ 

Okra ~ 

Piusley 

meat 


to fife ner-te. . 

S5l 550 

, — 500/450 

? 450 1 400 

400/35^ 

130/80 

40«-3SO 

261V 200 - 

120/80 . 

240/180. 

. 80/40 
600/300 
.-•I- ..220/60 

180/120* 

™..-380/3» 

180/120 

200/150- 

— iso’/iou. 

340/250- 

— latvso. 

360/300 
500/450 . 
_..., 30(V 2SB-: 

351V 250 

SSV.40B 

^.^sbwoo 

.J®* 

— — . — .. 80 

3XY2S0 

— 





MONDAY, OCTOBER 12, 1992' 3 



Qadhafi sends greetings to the King 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Sunday received a 
telephone call from Libyan leader Mnammar Qadhafi, who 
congratulated die King on his reoovny and safe r et urn home. 
Colonel Qadhafi wished King Hussein continued good health and 
happiness and the Jordanian people farther progress and prosper-" 
My. 

King congratulates Spanish monarch 

A MMAN (Petra). — His Majesty King. Hussein Sunday sent a 
congratulatory cable to King Juan Carlos of Spain on the occasion 
of the Spanish national day. King Hussein wished the Spanish . 
monarch continued good health and happiness and die 
people further success and prosperity. . . . 

Princess Basma receives British grant 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Royal Highness Princes Basma received 
Sunday a grant of £47,000 from Patrick Eyres, die British 
ambassador to Jordan, in support of die Queen Alia Jordan Social 
Welfare Fund fQAF). The fund is used to develop training 
programmes and to enhance the skin capabilities of the core stuff 
of the Zero Al-Sharaf Compound for Development (ZSCD). 
QAF established ZSGD to act as its specialised arm in developing 
training programmes for social wor k ers engaged in community, 
development in Jordan and co n trib u t in g awareness programmes 
relating to the problems of social development and other related 
issues. The ZSCD consists of a framing centre and district 
'development centre to provide services to North Hasfaenri 
inhabitants and to be used as a laboratory in the training centre. 
Princess Basma, accompanied by die British ambassador and 
members of QAFs Board of Trustees, toured the two centres of 
the ZSCD including the lecture balls, training classes, workshops 
and the sport fa cilities. Princess Basma in thanking the British 
ambassador for his government’s s u pport, expressed her confi- 
dence in the future of tin; ZSCD and her hope that relations 
between QAF and the British government would continue in the 
future. 

Jordan, Russia to hold economic talks 

AMMAN' (Petra) — Russian Minister of External Economic 
Relations Peter-Avin arrives here Monday on a two-day visit 
during which he will bold talks with senior Jor danian officials on 
means of enhancing commercial and economic relations between 1 
Jordan and Russia. 

Irbkfl municipality to raise funds for cancer centre 

AMMAN (Petra) — Irbrd municipality will host a major festival, 
on Oct. 15 to raise funds for the A1 Amal Cancer Centre. Taking 
part in the festival will- be the North Folklore troupe, Irbid 
municipality and the Jordanian Cooperative Society for Huma- 
nitarian Services. 

EC delegation concludes successful tour of Jordan 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A 12-member-team from die Europe an 
Community (EC) ended an eight-day visit to Jordan Saturday 
nigbt having toured projects and organisations partly funded by or 
through aid from the EC. The group, which included representa- 
tives from die European Investment Bank, discussed means of 
promoting EC-Jordanian cooperation and future aid program- 
mes. Since signing a cooperation agreement in 1977, Jordan has 
received more than $250 rni^on in EC aid, of which 60 per cent 
came in loans and 40 per rinf in grants. An EC newsletter issued 
this month noted that it is possfole to see the^results bf projects 
supported by die EC throughout Jordan. 
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Unemployment expected to rise 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Unemploy- 
ment figures in Jordan are ex- 
pected to rise from an estimated 
14.4 per cent to 15.2 per cent by 
1995, according to a stuffy con- 
ducted by the Royal Scientific 


A high price to pay: Road accidents but year n wt JD 53 ™nfon ‘ 

The car — ‘the nightmare’ 

400 fatal accidents reported in 1991 

By Stephanie Geakin fy. there is no cooperation be- during road accidents and the 
• Special to the Jordan Tones tween the various governmental effects of traffic on accidents and 
Aj25dAN — The number of fatal bodies dealing with motor safety pollution. Research papers on the 
car accidents in Jordan totalled concents, Mr. Dabbas said. environmental impact of trans- 
344 m 1990 and increased to 400 “The dream of owning a car port systems and policies and new 
in 199L Total injuries in 1990 *“* taroed “to a nightmare,” technology to reduce gas enris- 
amouuted to over 10,000. and Dieter Glade, director of the tion, were also presented at the 
increased by approximately 1,000' Goethe Institute told the semi- meeting, 
the follo wing year, according to nar, which was organised by the In addition to die seminar, 
Mohammad Dabbas, president of Jordanian Society for the Proven- which was opened by Minister of 
the Jordanian Society for the t km of Road Accidents and the Interior, Jawdat Sbonl, under die 
Prevention of Road Accidents Goethe Institute. “Cars are des- patronage of Ms Royal Highness 
(JSPRA). troying the environment, human Crown Prince Hassan. an exhibi- 

In addition to this, Mr. Dabbas beings, and the the beauty of the ^on called “Nightmare Car” 
quoted a startling figure of JD 53 country, especially the villages,” opened Sunday at the Orthodox 
milli on worth of damage resnh- he said. Qub. The exhibition, sponsored 

ttrrsstta: 

»nj theGoeljy Inaftnte todndet 

the nation’s GNP dnnhla ttv “ j photos from Germany, accompa- 

peit^rf^-nSworid gjy C ° mPre ^ mod by texts illustrating the eco- 

countries. 1 ^ ,cal » soaa1 ’ “ d economic 

At a one-dav seminar on “The th e setmn ar, several effects of care. The exhibition will 

^P^ wer * c prescntcd ’ “afysmg be open to the public until Oct. 
ffie effects of cars on people and 16 a2d is scheduled to roopen at 
the euvnoihnraL The papers ex- ^ M wihdat dub frimloct. 
a-»bih»s recommenaeo a more amined possible strategies for re- — 


.sysfomatic approM*.# reducing 
road accidents- He, urged nrinit- 


tries ; workfag jfejfajratefy on ! a 
variety of vehicle; safety issues, to 
coordinate their efforts. Cnrreht- 


during road accidents and the 
effects of traffic on accidents and 
pollution. Research papers on the 
environmental impact of trans- 
port systems and policies and new 
technology to reduce gas emis- 
sion, were also presented at the 
meeting. 

In adefition to the seminar, 
which was opened by Minister of 
Interior, Jawdat Sboul, under tire 
patronage of Ms Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan. an exhibi- 
tion called “Nightmare Car” 
opened Sunday at the Orthodox 
Club. The exhibition, sponsored 
by the Jordanian Society few the 
Prevention of Road Accidents 
and the Goethe Institute includes 
photos from Germany, accompa- 
nied by texts illustrating the eco- 
logical, social, and economic 
effects of care. The exhibition will 
be open to the public until Oct. 
16 and is scheduled to re-open at 
the A1 Wihdat Club from Oct. 
18-20. 


Mohammad Amfreh, bead of 
the RSS’s Centre for Internation- 
al Studies, who supervised the 
survey, told the Jordan Times 
that jthe expected rise in the 
number of unemployed was 
mainly doe to the increase m 
population and over 300,000 ex- 
patriates who have ret ur ned from 
Kuwait in the wake of the Golf 
crisis. 

Also graduates from mriveisn 
ties and community colleges are 
finding it increasingly difficult to 
find work. 

The figures presented by the 
RSS, however, do not tally with 
those released at the end of 1991 
by the Ministry of Labour which 


Shipping 
company boosts- 
profits 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordan 
National Shipping Lines Com- 
pany (JNSLC) made a total of JD 
10.5 million in profits between 
1979 and 1991 despite the adverse 
effects of the Golf war, according 
to JNSLC . General Manage r 
Yaser A! Tal. JD 6 milli on of the 
pr o fit s were distributed to the 
company’s shareholders. 

The Aqaba-North European 
route, winch was established in 
1980,transported 2 million tonnes, 
of goods to Jordan from Europe 
between 1980, and 1991 which 
earned the company an estimated 
JD 1.646 million in net profits, 
Mr. Tal said during a visit to the 
company’s offices Sunday by De- 
puty Prune Minister and Trans- 
port Minister Ah SuheimaL 

The deputy premier was told ( 
that a recent purchase of die 1 
company, the tanker A1 Azraq, 
was bring used to store crude oil 1 
at the port of Aqaba. The ship. 

which is owned by the Ministry of 
Energy and Mineral Resources 
and the JNSLC, was used during 
the Gulf crisis to transport ship- 
ments of oil from Yemen to 
Jordan. Mr. Tal said that the 
vessel is currently holding 90,000 
tonnes of crude ofl. 


said that 128,000 were registered 
as unemployed — 18.9 per cent of 
the labour force in the Kingdom. 

The ministry's report said that 
the unemployment figures rose 

significantly at the end of the 
1980s because of difficult econo- 
mic conditions such as: The re- 
treat in real terms of gross, domes- 
tic product between 1986 and 
3991, a rise in population, the 
increasing numbers of non- 
Jordanian workers, and the re- 
turn of thousands of expatriates 
from Kuwait. 

Dr. Antireh’s survey showed 
that 32 per cent of the unem- 
ployed are military and civilian 
pensioners, and nearly 74 per 
cent are totally dependent on 
their families. 

The survey also showed that 
local workers do not accept the, 
relatively low wages normally 
paid to non-Jordanians. 

Dr. Aiuireh recommended that 


die ways to combat unemploy- 
ment are: To increase invest- 
ments, which would create 
income-generating projects, to 
check the flow of non-Jordanian 
workers coming to Jordan, to 
encourage Jordanians to work 
abroad, to adopt population 
strategies that would check the 
rampant population growth, to 
set up vocational training courses 
to cater for the needs of the local 
labour markets, and finally to 
spread information among stu- 
dents of universities, schools and 
community colleges about job 
opportunities. 

The survey was conducted by 
55 researchers over three and a 
half months (ending Nov. 30, 91). 

The researchers collected data 
and information from question- 
naires distributed to families with 
unemployed members in various 

go vc rao rates. 


Women groups demand 
swift action to end plight 
of Palestinian prisoners 


AMMAN (Petra) — Women 
organisations fa Jordan Sunday 
staged a sit-in fa front of the 
offices of die International Com- 
mittee of tiie Red Cross (ICRC) 
to express solidarity with 17,000 
Palestinian prisoners, who have 
been on hunger-strike to protest 
against their bad conditions fa 
Israeli jails since Sept. 27. 

Participants fa the sit-in pre- 
sented a memorandum to the 
head of the ICRC missi on fa 
Amman, on all interna- 

tional humanitarian organisations 
to stop IsraePs oppressive mea- 
sures against Palestinafa prison- 
ers. 

The memorandum said that 
Israeli measures contravene all 
international norms and conven- 
tions, particularly the Fourth 
Geneva Convention on the treat- 
ment of civilians under occupa- 
tion. 

The organisations also called 
for the formation of a committee 
to investigate oo u diti ou s fa Israeli . 
prisons and to force the Israeli 
occupation authorities to respect 
and implement international law. 

They also urged tiie release of 
old and sick prisoners and the 


termination of solitary confine- 
ment cells. They also called for a 
halt to repeated Israeli provoca- 
tions of female Palestinian pris- 
oners, and demanded their trans- 
fer to more suitable prisons. 

The participants also called for 
the torture of prisoners under 
investigation to stop and stressed 
the need to undertake urgent 
action to save the lives of de- 
tainees who are often threatened 
with murder. 

A participant fa the sit-in, Itaf 
Yousef, highlighted in an inter- 
view with Jordan Television the 
grave conditions in Israeli jails. 

Ms. Yousef, who spent five 
years in Israeli prisons, said the 
Israeli delegation to the Middle 
East peace negotiations halted 
talks with tiie Lebanese delega- 
tion, demanding information on a* 
misting Israeli pilot whose plane 
was downed in Lebanon, while 
thousands of Palestinian are suf- 
fering fa Isralei jails. 

“We have between 12,000 and 
20,000 prisoners of war in Israeli 
jails, and we should make of this 
an essential point in tiie next 
round of the peace talks,” she 
said. 


WHAT’S 

going 

ON 

The following listings are com- 
piled from monthly bulletins 
and the daily Arabic press. 
Readers are advised to verify 
the listed time and place with 
the concerned institutions. 


A Exhibition of paintings nd 
sculptures by artiat 
Nadeem at the French 
Cultural Centre. 

☆ National industries exhibi- 
tion which factories electric 
appliances, carpets, food 
supplies, chemical deter* 
gents, clothes, p a in t s and 
other items at Af H a s— 
Sports Stadium hi Irbid. 

☆ Exhibition of ofl and water- 
colour paintings entitled 
“Concepts hi the Structure 
of Space” by Dr. George 
Sayegta at Abdd Hameed 

Shomaa Foundation Gallery 

— ( Open 10 8 jo. tffl 5 
pun.) 

■fr Art whiWtiM by Ahmad 
Nawash at Afia Art Gafiery. 


A Teleconference programme 
entitled “Breakthrough 
*92?, i fisnadn e problems 
people face fa getting ac- 
cess to Mental health care 
and utffisfag available fa- 
formation, at the Americas 
Centre — 6 p-m. 

Presidential da- 


i 


Furnished 
Apartment for rent 

Shmisani area, ground 
floor with private entrance. 
Garage & garden privilege. 

2 bedrooms + 2 bathrooms 
+ sitting room + dinning 
room + telephone. 

Yearly lease only 6000 JD's 


682951/2/4 . 

OLU 910658 962.6.682953 



yiniii&sanE 

We place 

ASIASAT 

. at your finger tips 

40.000 hours of TV Broadcast 
per year. ^ 



A Vkfoodwws of debates be- 
tween U.S. pre side ntial' 
candidates George Bosh, 
and BIO Cfintoa at the 
USS andtoriam , Amer- 
ican embassy (11:36 km. - 
01.-00 pan. and rerun at 
4£0 pan. - 5:38 pjn.) 

FOm 

A french film ratified “Leg 
Cavafiers de Lmievffie” at 
the French Csdtunl Centre 
— 8 p-m. 


The National Muse Conservatory / Noor A1 Hussein Foundation 

presents 

Aram Zarasian, violin 
Otail Ghanim Haddad, piano 

in conceit 

In the programme pieces by ; Rachmaninov, 
Kretster, Chopin, Ravel and others 
Wednesday, 14 October, 1992 - 8:00 p.m. 

The Royal Cultural Centre - Main Theatre 


Tickets for JD 5 are available at: 

- The Royal Cuttural Centre, M. 669028 

- BaHche, tel 661322 

- RJhani Stores, taL 633775 

- PhBadelpMa Hotel, tel 663100 ■ 

- The Nafionel Music Conservator, tel 637620 






^ GO* \ 


Enjoy 24 hours of continuous 
broadcast at your home. 
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Hole close to home 

WITH MAN perpetually and habitually preoccupied 
with tackling problems and troubles on Earth, few 
people are likely to take time to reflect on the recent 
revelation that the “ozone hole” over Antarctica has 
expanded by 15 per cent in 1992 alone. Viewed in 
proper perspective, the dangers emanating from the 
continued depletion of the ozone layer in this planet’s 
upper atmosphere dwarf in significance most earthly 
conflicts, disputes and even wars. Yet the peoples of 
our planet go on ignoring the gravest of all crises that 
afflict the countries of the world by lowering the 
horizon of their rights to issues that matter less in 
relative terms. 

In this context, what is the sense in searching for 
solutions to our political, economic, sodal and cultural 
woes if life per se is being threatened by environmental 
erosions across the surface and atmosphere of Earth? 
When, as the case may be here, the size of the ozone 
hole over Antarctica increases in one year alone from 
20 million square kilometres to 23 million square 
kilometres, then it would not be long before much of 
this planet will be denied the necessary protection from 
harmful and harsh ultraviolet rays of the sun. If this 
trend of ozone depletion continues unchecked, there 
would be incalculable damage to plant and animal life 
including human life and on a scale that would malm 
world war conflagrations miniscule in dimension and 
impact. 

What is particularly sad about our reaction to the 
looming danger is the £|ct that preventive measures 
have and can be taken at an acceptable or bearable 
cost. What is needed to combat the problem is a halt to 
the deployment of a family of industrial compounds 
know as chlorofluorocarbons (CFQs) ami their sub- 
stitution by other cbemicals. Thu is not too much to 
undertake since at stake is life on Earth itself, the 
quintessential of all human concerns and endeavours. 

- Here in Jordan, where there is modest manufactur- 
ing and industry, we could do our bit by phasing out 
the use of such chemicals in the manufacture of our 
infant refrigeration industry. By so doing, the country 
could provide an example for other states in the region 
to follow. Developing countries have often resorted to 
the false argument that since they are “developing” 
they can be excused from the application of stringent 
environmental standards. This untenable argument 
should not be allowed to translate into reckless 
disregard of the atmosphere of this planet and its life 
supporting systems. Each country, big or small, must 
perform its solemn duty to save and protect this planet 
of ours for succeeding generations from irreversible 
encroachment. Resolving earthly conflicts alone is 
rendered meaningless unless mankind pays heed to the 
overriding concern of protecting the world’s environ- 
ment from top to bottom. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RA'I daily Sunday tackled the situation in the occupied Arab 
territories in the light of continued Israeli atrocities committed 
against Palestinian detainees and Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin’s continued hold on the Arab lands occupied since 1967. 
With the start of the 58th month of the intifada and the lapse of 
more than two weeks since the start of the hunger strike by Arab 
detainees in Israeli jails, one can realise that the Israelis are for off 
from the peace process in word and in practice, said the paper. 
One can not separate Israel’s continued crimes against the people 
of Palestine from the Israeli intransigent position at the peace 
negotiations, said the daily. Indeed, one should not pm great 
hopes on these talks which have achieved nothing for the Arabs 
and which are scheduled to resume in Washington on Oct. 21, the 
paper continued. The paper said that todate, there is not a single 
indication that Israel is really inclined towards peace with the 
Arabs and therefore the Arab parties should wake up to this fact 
and Arab states should take practical steps to counter Israel’s 
intransigent position. All Israel has done since the start of the 
peace talks, said the paper, is mislead world public opinion into 
believing that the Zionist leaders, led by Yitzhak Rabin, are 
inclined towards achieving peace with their Arab neighbours. The 
paper said -that Israel has never abandoned its terrorist practices 
against the Palestinian people and has not declared its intention of 
ever pulling out from Arab lands in implementation of U.N. 
resolutions. 

Sawt A1 Shaab daily Sunday described Iraq's release of the 
American bomb disposal expert Chad Hall as a gesture of 
goodwill and an indication of Baghdad's orientation towards 
calming rather than inflaming the situation in the Gulf region. 
Iraq has proved that it is willing to cooperate with the United 
Nations, and is preoccupied with the reconstruction process to 
build its installations, devastated in the war and is busy carrying 
out vast agricultural and industrial schemes in order to ensure 
stability aim peace in the Gulf, added the daily. But in contrast, 
the Bush administration is trying hard to inflame the situation and 
President Bush is trying to win the presidential campaign and 
retain his seat in the White House at the expense of continued 
sufferings of the Iraqi people, said the daily. President Bush is 
trying to exploit the Iraqi people's sufferings and is fuelling 


Weekly Political Pulse 


By Waked Sadi 




inspection teams in Iraq by inciting them to create problems for 
the Iraqi leadership and a crisis that would bring about the wrath 
of the Security Council on Iraq, noted the daily. The paper said 
that President Bush is losing the presidential campaign and is 
trying to desperately cling onto anything at the expense of the 
sufferings of innocent people. 


Two banks, one people and a 
viable hope for salvation 


IN THE course of one week, two weeks ago, two important 
Palestinian delegations paid a visit to Amman to express thiar best 
wishes to His Majesty King Hussein on the occasion of his return 
to the country in good health. The first group of Palestinians came 
from the West Bank and Gaza Strip representing middle class 
Palestinians. The second Palestinian delegation came to Jordan 
on behalf of Arab-Israelis. The two groups did not come just to 
express their joy after the King's successful surgery and home- 
coming, they also had another business on their minds, mostly 
political. The combined events thus go a long way to illustrate the 
growing role of the Kingdom in the shaping of the settlement of 
me Palestinian conflict in the future. 

Ever since the peace process started accelerating its pace and 
the prospects of achieving peace in the Middle East grew 
stronger, Jordan became a mecca for Palestinians of different 
political leanings wbo obviously wish to cement a solid Jordanian- 
Palestinian relation should the ongoing peace talks come to 
fruition. The long-standing historical relations between the two 
Arab peoples, not to mention the familial, economic and cultural 
ones, are reasserting their impact at a critical stage in the search 
for a final resolution to the Palestinian case on the basis of 
international legitimacy. No doubt Jordan is viewed more than 
ever as an oasis of stability and progress with which the 
Palestinian people, whether from the occupied territories or from 
within Israel itself, seek to be associated. This sentiment has been 


reinforced by the country’s perpetual willingness to extend all 
kinds of assistance and cooperation to the fledging Palestinian 
assertion of national identity and their quest for the exercise of 
the right of self-de terminati on on their soil within the confines of 
its principled and well-known position. 

This yearning for continued special Palestinian- J ordaman 
relations carries therefore much meaning and symbolism about, 
the hopes and aspirations of the Pal e stinians for the revitalisation 
of the fraternal relations between them and the Jordanian people. 
Tlie spontaneous but well-chosen words of their spokesmen over 
the past few weeks especially convey the deep emotions that 
Jordanians will naturally appreciate and welcome. For whatever 
the future holds for this part of the world, the Jordanians will 
continue to be the closest brothers to the Palestinians. This has 
been borne out by history. For starters, the Hashemite Kingdom 
came to the rescue of the Palestinians at the onset of the 
Palestinian conflict and salvaged what could have been salvaged 
and remained a steady and dependable ally of the Palestinian 
cause throughout the past decades. No wonder the leaders of the 
Palestinian people feel the way they do towards Jordan. No 
wonder also why Jordanians continue to extend support to and 
express solidarity with the Palestinians. 

Against this backdrop, it was no ordinary statement when 
former Governor of Jerusalem Anwar al Khatib described the 
Monarch as the King of the two banks. Obviously Mr. Khatib ’s 


assessment of King Hussein came not only from I totM ofUs 

heart but also from the hearts of many like-minded Palestinians. 
What m effect the former governor was saying was that middle 
class Palestinians, in particular, yearn for closer relations with 
Jordan because they sense there is a growing vacuum m tnc area 
and, what is worse, increased instability and indeasion on the 
Palestinian side. 

With the Palestinian house divided more than ever and to the 
extent that armed conflicts enupted between them on so many 
occasions, the rank and file Palestinians under occupation are 
eetting tired of the creeping chaos in their ranks and seek an 
alternative route that may offer them some elements of coherence 
as well as a viable hope for salvation. 

There is no sign yet that King Hussein accepts the challenge put 
before him by the various Palestinian emissaries. The Monarch 
knows more than anybody else that this Palestinian invitation is in 
essence a two-edged sword and needs to be handled with 
optimum prudence. One therefore cannot expect a precipitous 
response from Jordan to the numerous Palestinian overtures for 
more organic links between the two banks. Tlie only viable 
approach to the demaand by Palestinians for a more active 
Jordanian participation in their lot is a perhaps a “wait and see”, 
perspective that may turn one way or another depending on 
future developments. 


Catch-22 or a fragmented democracy 


By Yasser Alwan 


THE question to ask in so many 
parts of the world today is also 
the one being most deliberately 
overlooked. In the Arab World 
this issue is so fraught with 
embarrassment and self- 
righteousness, and so tangled in 
tradition that it has probably be- 
come one of the most potent 
antiqnestions of our culture. Its 
most recent construct is the fol- 
lowing: Is it ethical or even possi- 
ble to have a partial or frag- 
mented democracy? Can we have 
democracy in economics and pub- 
lic life, and not in sexuality and 
domestic life? Or to put it more 
directly: Can we have democracy 
for men and not for women? ^ i ne 
relationship between economics 
and sexuality, and. therefore, 
sexuality and democracy [all poli- 
tics really] is not difficult to 
fathom. It is remarkably sophisti- 
cated. especially in capitalist and 
market-oriented societies where 
it is part and parcel of one of the 
most fundamental acts of these! 
systems — consumption). 

Women have the right to vote 
and hold elected public office in 
most Arab countries. Yet while 
many exercise their prerogative 
to vote, few attempt to run for 
public office, and almost none are 
ever elected. Why is the number 
of women parliamentarians and 
ministers in these Arab, 
stniggling-to-be democracies neg- 
ligible? What reasons can be 
found for their prevention or 
abstention from participating in 


the political power structures and 
decision-making processes of the 
Arab World? 

For example, the Jordanian 
Constitution embraces the princi- 
ple of equality between the sexes. 
But does Jordanian society? Laws 
on the books mandate the stan- 
dard of equal pay for equal work, 
it is true, but these laws are not 
enough- In fact, this kind of 
legislation — while promoting the 
ethics of equality in some ideal, 
two-dimensional world — loses 
its force of meaning in the real 
world. Isn't it strange, for inst- 
ance, that so many women work 
in the government bureaucracy 
— which it in fact encourages — 
but so few reach its highest 
levels? Do the assumptions and 
underlying attitudes of the admi- 
nistrative system prevent women 
from reaching top positions? So 
while the constitution and legisla- 
tion permit women to hold public 
nr office, in and of themselves, such 
.^documents have proved to be 
• empty prescriptions because 
neither they nor our society en- 
courage women to pursue such 
endeavours. In other words, 
there is a certain disjuncture, 
perhaps incompatibility, between 
our professed ideals and tradition 
(the historical reasons for this are 
at the very root of the foundation 
of the Arab state system). 

If tradition lags for behind leg- 
islation as I suggest, then politi- 
cians cannot merely point to 
these laws, claim to have done 


their job, and wadi their hands of 
the matter. They cannot absolve 
themselves of seeing to it that 
these laws are everywhere equal- 
ly applied. Furthermore, as lead- 
ers. role-models, and shapers of 
public opinion, Jordan’s politi- 
cians must embody these princi- 
ples in their own behaviour in- 
stead of repeating, yet one more 
time, the pat response that Islam 
has given a privileged place to 
women since the seventh century. 

For example, the norm of femi- 
nine behaviour — reinforced, ad 
infinitum by school curricula, pic- 
tures, texts, films, songs, etc. — 
still endorses the traditional view 
of women as domestic, depen- 
dent, submissive. The better part 
of Onr cultural artefacts enforces 
the ideology that women serve 
society best as mothers and 
wives, while men are the bread- 
winners, die beads of households. 
Moreover, women Who choosb to; 
purree a career have to manage 
the double burden of professional, 
responsibilities and"' domestkv- 
dnties, for Arab societies still find 
it difficult to conceive of, let 
alone accept, a woman living 
alone. 

It is, however, unfair to bold 
politiciiuis alone responsible for 
this sad state of affairs, for no 
tingle group of society can be 
exonerated. For instance, Arab 
families are able to regulate the 
behaviour of their daughters and 
sons through convincing socialisa- 
tion that subconsciously asserts 


that the seat of person hood is not 
the individual but his or her 
family. In this way, families pass 
on social expectations — that 
marriage is the only possible or 
respectable outlet for women and 
men, for example — to their 
children. Perhaps this is a gener- 
ously offered form of family pro- 
tection, for society discriminates 
against single and divorced 
women and tingle men, who must 
constantly be prepared to defend 
themselves against the sexual 
crimes they are about to commit. 
This is a chicken and egg issue for 
many Arab families (even those 
which might, in principle, agree 
with this analysis) because they 
are usually not prepared to risk 
their honour and sodal status 
even at the expense of a daughter 
or son. They all fear the sodal 
binoculars trained in on them 
..because gossip is a tremendous 
of socral jctafttol. Few if any 
families are trilling to risk Big 
Brother's wagging mouth. These 
-bidden eyes have penetrated so 
for into .at least some families 
lives, that I know of situations 
when it has prevented parents 
from speaking honestly to then- 
children. 

. Inevitably, there will be those 
who point an accusing finger at 
the West as evidence of the abo- 
minations to come once traditions 
are questioned or relaxed. And it 
is true that the West is obsessed 
with sex and sexuality far beyond 
the requirements of its economic 


system. However, Arabs are 
equally obsessed with sex, but in 
quite a different way. We are 
obsessed with denying or conde- 
mning its existence. Yet this dis- 
course only veils this reality; it 
neither alters it nor makes it 
disappear for our pious denial 
leads to various other vicarious 
and unmentionable means of 
venting our frustrations. 

Every discourse — be it tradi- 
tion or democracy — recreates 
the world and fashions it accord- 
ing to its priorities and rads. That 
is precisely the function, the 
raison d’etre of ideology, which 
justifies and legitimates the 
-domination of one human being 
over another. When successful, 
this discourse structures the rela- 
tionship of dependence in such a 
way that any attempt by the 
dominated element to reestablish 
parity is perceived as subversion, 
u a democratic society, it is oiir 
respons ib ility ' to examine such’ ~ 
discourse or tradition, instead of 
cantinufog^-ta hide behind its - 
skirts. 

By die same token, democracy 
cannot remain a principle, float- 
ing in the air, behind which we 
hide and justify onr behaviour 
when it is convenient. Democracy 
is not merely die giltwrap of oar 
constitution and legislation; it is 
an attitude, a responsibility, a 
state of mind. Democracy in prin- 
ciple is no democracy at all. Ski, 
can countries claiming to be on 
the path towards democracy pro- 


hibit an effective struggle against 
relations of inequality, in any 
arena? 

So for, all of us have foiled to 
genuinely encourage women to 
enter Arab political culture at its 
highest levels. Our societies still 
play a game of mirrors and reflec- 
tions between politics, sexuality 
and tradition. Unfortunately, we 
have not yet come to understand 
that women politicians (not male 
clones like Mr. Margaret Thatch- 
er and her sidekick Ronald 
Reagan) are indispensable if our 
societies are to honestly solve all 
the problems that lie ahead. 

We are all hostages of our 
history; but let ns not be victims 
of it as well. We must recognise 
that women in the Arab World 
are caught in a cultural-political 
catch-22, somewhere between 
democracy and tradition. And so 
are, 1 aB our societies. For if we 
begin to exclude/- one way or 
ancjthgf, certain groups of society 
from the democratic process, wbo 
knows where it will lead and what 
kind of “democracy” it will en- 
gender. 

The writer , a graduate from 
Georgetown University's Centre 
for Contemporary Arab Studies , 
bolds a Master’s degree in his- 
tory. He was a Thomas J. Watson 
fellow in Egypt, Jordan and 
Sudan in 1986-1987. He contri- 
buted this article to the Jordan ■ 
Times. 
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^Security court begins new trial 


(Cootinaed from pace 1) 

arrested Aug. 25 alter security 
forces irawvered a cache erf 
weapons, explosives, docu- 
ments .brochures, and video- 
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— A1 Aqsa Battalions, 

said the mdfctnrenL a copy of 
which was obtained by die 
Jordan Times. 

It' said Mir. Sirbel had con- 
fessed to the prosecutor dur- 
ing investigations, and sources 
said he repeated Ins confes- 
sion during Saturday's session 
of the State Security Court at 
Marfca. 

The first count carries a 
maximum penalty of six 
months; the second charge — 
illegal possession of rin- 
licensed explosives — carries 
a mmmw m of 15 years in jail 
while the third — illegal pos- 
session of -arms and ammuni- 
tion — carries three years. 
Details of possible sentence 
tor the fourth court — collect- 
ing funds for an illegal orga- 
nisation — were not im- 
mediately known. 

The charge-sheet provided 
only a brief outline of the 
case, apart from saying that 
Mr. Sirbel, after the Trfatwfc 
Jihad fallout in 1990, “en- 
gaged in organisational activi- 


ties and holding conferences 
acting as the official spokes- 
man of the group — Islamic 
Jihad— A1 Aqsa Battalions." 
* The court document said 
Mr. Sahel bad stashed part of 
the explosives, arms and 
ammunition he purchased 
with the funds — “$85,000 
collected from various 
sources'* — at his residence at 
Ifittin refugee camp in Rns- 


Ttae cache included four 
Kalashnikov machine-guns 
and spare parts, 700 bullets, a 
Stem machine-gun, six diffe- 
rent types of handguns, wire- 
less equipment, electric test- 
ing equipment, flash guns and 
alarm docks in addition to 
brochures and. videotapes, it 
said adding that Mr. Sirbel 

confessed to possessing the 

banL. 

The State Security Court 
will hear the first witness, an 
officer in the General Intelli- 
gence Department . (GID), 
Saturday.' In addition to the 
officer’s testimony, evidence 
cited by the prosecution in the 
indictment includes Mir. Sir- 
. fid's own statement to the 
-prosecutor and the seized ex- 
plosives, arms and ammuni- 
tion and documents. 


New U.N. team plans tough inspect 


pers> 
— Hall 


(Continued from page 1) 

on two Britons who have also 
been jailed for trespassing cm 
Iraqi territory. 

The families of the two criti- 
cised the British government Sun- 
day for failing to win the men's 
release as quickly as Washington 
rsuaded Baghdad to free Mr. 


fittle to secure the freedom of the 
two men after the release of Mr. 
HaD. 

“We're doing everything we 
am to obtain tbe release of 
Michael Wainright and Paul 
Ride,’’ a spokesman said. “Wo*ve 
approached .the Iraqis directly 
both in London and in New York 
and are in touch with other gov- 
ernments about their case.** 


“The Americans must have 
poshed harder,” Iris Wainwrigfat, 
mother of jailed Michael Wain- 
bright, told reporters, 
v “We have bitten our tongnes to 
keep things quiet for diplomatic 
moves — but we have got nothing 
for it,” added his sister Susan 
Priestley. 

The wife of Pant Ride, die 
other Briton jailed in Baghdad, 
urged the foreign Office to pot 
stronger pressure on Iraq. 

“I don't know how tire Amer- 
icans went about it, but obviously 
it was the right way,” Julie Ride 
told British Broadcasting Cor- 
poration (BBC) television. “Wfc 
could' leant -a lesson -there.” 

The Foreign Office Saturday 91 


politicians that it had done too 


Sheikh Saad 

(Co n ti nued from page 1) 
three portfolios to members in 
the put 

Sharp criticism of the govern- 
ment and its royal members led to 
tire emir’s dissolving the body in 
1986. 

A delegation of senior mem- 
bers of tbe royal family wanted 
tire crown prince to reconsider his 
position,- but be had been unable 
over the last two days to change 
his mind, tire Arab Times, re- 
sported. • 

During tbe. qlectiop, campaign 
opposition groups called for the 

rejected "criticism bom sonitt 4 ? ag< *. COT P P™* 


from that of prime m in ister- 


Palestinians continue violent protests 

(Conttnwd fan page 1) 


lockups, where they believe tire 
regime is much hardier. 

They demanded free move- 
ment among cell blocks, better 
food, more family visits, less 
oowdzsg, better medical care 
and fewer searches. They said 
one reason they want a say in 
where inmates are boused was to 
make family visits easier. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin stepped into the turmoil of 
the Gaza Strip Sunday and vowed 
to crush mass Palestinian pro- 


“tbc Israeli army orders are to 
act with allthat is possible within 
tbe Jaw to prevent the disturb- 
ances, whether by curfews, clo- 
sures or military activities,” bp 
told Israel Radio. 

“And we won't let the disturb- 
ances continue,” said Mr. Rabin, 
who was defence minister when 
the revolt against Israeli occupa- 
tion began in December 1967. 
Tbe vow by Mr. Rabin, who is 


both {xiine minister and defence 
minister, echoed his order early 
in tire revolt to use “might, force 
and beatings.” 

His unexpected visit, con- 
firmed by defence officials, took 
place as residents of Gaza's Nus- 
seirat refugee camp said a 14- 
year-old boy was shot dead by 
Israeli troops. More than 40 
Palestinians were wounded, one 
critically. 

Dem o nstrators in tbe camp of 
32,000 refugees had ignored an 
army curfew imposed on most of 
the Gaza Strip’s 750,000 residents 
to curb the demonstrations. 

Mr. Rabin blamed the unrest 
— described by Gaza residents as 
the most sustained since early in 
the revolt — both on Palestinian 
frustration at the slow pace of 
peace talks and on those opposed 
to tire current peace process. 

“I hope tire Palestinians, will 
arrive more sober to the next 
round of talks," Mr. Rabin said. 
“For our part, we will continue 
with the peace process and on the 


other hand we will use all oar 
strength to prevent disturb- 
ances.’’ 

Israel radio reported one dash 
in tbe West Bank Sunday. 

Israeli officials, fearing a re- 
peat of the Moody unrest that 
drew world attention early in the 
revolt, acknowledged organisers 
of demonstrations had round a 
potent rallying call in their de- 
mand for bettor prison condi- 
tions. 

On Saturday, Israeli troops 
shot dead one Palestinian and 
wounded 62 in dashes that spread 
from Gaza to Jerusalem and tire 
West BanL At least 90 Palesti- 
nians were shotand wounded in 
tire Gaza Strip Wednesday. 

Israeli officials, while bituning 
Palestinians such as tbe Muslim 
fundamentalists of Hamas who 
oppose Israeli-Paiestunan peace 
talks, said they had found a uni- 
fying issue. 

“Most of the fumfies have 
somebody who was in prison or is 
in prison and they are trying to 
sabotage the peace process by 
using tins issue as a pretext to do 
so,” Police Minister Shahal told 
Israel Radio. 


Arafat to meet Hamas In Sudan 

(Contfencd from page 1) 


Arafat^ met m Amman on 
Wednesday with George Habasb, 
leader of the Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine, to try 
to defuse increasingly vocal 
opposition to tire talks due to 
resume in Washington this 
month. 

The PFLP and the DFLP called 
on Saturday for Mr. Arafat to 
postpone a meeting of the PNCs 
steering committee, the Palestine 
Central Council, scheduled for 
Thursday in Tunis to discuss the 
negotiations. 

The two recently joined with 
Hamas to try to fofl the talks. 

In another development, a top 
PLO official said m Toms Mr. 
Arafat had postponed a visit to 
Syria. 

“The visit to Syria is post- 
poned," PLO Executive Commit- 
tee member Yasser Abed Rabbo 
told Reuters in Tonis. 

He gave no reason for the 
postponement, but said tire fore- 
ign ministers of Syria, Jordan, 
Lebanon and Egypt as well as a 
PLO official would meet in Am- 


man on Oct. 17 to coordinate 
their positions ahead of an up- 
coming round of peace talks with 
Israel. 

The talks, between Israel and 
tire Palestinians, Syria, Jordan 
and Lebanon, are due to resume 
in Washington Oct. 21. 

Mr. Arafat returned to his 
headquarters in Tunis Saturday 
nigfat after a five-day visit to 
Jordan. 

A PLO official in Jordan said 
tire visit to Syria was postponed 
on Saturday because Mr. Arafat 
was imable to get an appointment 
with Syrian President Hafez A1 
-Assad. 

Jordanian officials had said 
Saturday that Mr. Arafat was 
about to leave for Damascus but 
he left several hours later few a 
brief visit to Cairo before return- 
ing to Tunis. 

The Palestinian official, who 
wanted to remain anonymous, 
said tire PLO believed Mr. Assad 
was angry over Mr. Arafat’s com- 
ments that Syria conld agree to a 
separate peace with Israel. 

The PLO has recently shown 


concern that Syria might strike a 
separate deal with Israel before a 
Pakstinian-Israeii agree m ent on 
the final status of the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Palestinian officials tried to 
play down such a concern last 
week, bat the postponement of 
Mr. Arafat’s visit to Damascus 
might again fuel rumours of a 
Syrian-PLO rift. 

Mr. Abed Rabbo said there 
were no changes in the Palesti- 
nian's position ahead of the next 
round of tire peace talks. 

“We will stick to the basics... 
U.N. Resolution 242 is the refer- 
ence for tire peace process and 
tire Palestinian authority (to be 
established for a self-rule period 
in the occupied territories) should 
have full legislative powers,” he 
said. 

Israel rejects tbe idea of a 
legislature for a planned Palesti- 
nian council to administer auton- 
omy. It considers such a legisla- 
ture as a feature of an indepen- 
dent state. 

Mr. Abed Rabbo, who accom- 
panied Mr. Arafat during his 
Amman visit, said the talks with 
His Majesty King Hussein consti- 
tuted “a new qualitative move in 
Palestnnan-Joidaman relations.” 
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Let them not break 


Iraq apart 


By Yusmfc; Bahrant 

WASHINGTON — Growing up 
in a Shiite family in Baghdad, I - 
watched tbe women celebrate 
when a wish had been granted. I 
remember my aunts’ friends hug- 
ging my sister and me as they 
came through the front door to 
celebrate the dhai A1 Abbas, or 
tire tea of Abbas, named for 
uncle of the Prophet Mohammad. 
My aunts served strong tea and 


drives. Tbe women chatted 
while my sister and I played on 
the cool tile floor. 

My family also has a sadder 
memory of Shiite life in Iraq. 
During a 1979 purge, members of 
my community muttered prayers 
each time they answered their 
doors. They feared that the per- 
son knocking might well be a 
government official asking for an 
identification card. 

If tire card identified the house- 
hold as Sunni or Christian or 
some other minority, tire family 
would be left alone. But if they 
were Shiites, the family would be 
subject to deportation to Iran. 

My father’s sister told me that 
when the authorities came to her 
door that year, she and her small 
children shivered in their bed- 
room. Her hnsband, a Sunni, 
showed his identification card, 
and fortunately the official went 
away. 

But 40,000 others were not as 
lucky. They were deported to 
Iran; an unknown number were 
executed. Those who were de- 
ported were defined by the reg- 
ime as “Iranians whose unfaith- 
fulness to the Ba'ath revolution 
and homeland was proven.” 

Tbe community took this as a 
mes sage e ither to be quiet or to 
be deported or killed. Some of 
those who were deported became 
active members of the extremist 
Shiite movement and settled in 
Tehran. Deportations, arrests 
and executions, including those 
of non-political religious leaders 
to deter their activist relatives, 
continued during tbe Iran-Iraq 
war. 

This has been on my mind since 
President George Bush, charging 
that Saddam Hussein had stepped 
up his campaign of “harsh repres- 
sion” against Shiites, declared a 
“no-fly" zone for Iraqi planes in 
southern Iraq. 

Tbe Shiites of Iraq were grate- 
ful to have their ptight recognised 


by tire West, as were tbe Kurds 18 
months before. But when I think 
of my aunt, who was saved in 
1979 by her Sunni husband, I also 
know that ahy sensible policy 
must seek to protect all Iraqis 
from Saddam Hussein. 

It may not be Mr. Bush’s intent 
-to divide Iraq, but choosing to 
protect some Iraqis and not 
others is bound to lead to resent- 
ment among tire different groups. 
A Sunni is not immune from 
Saddam Hussein amply because 
of religion. And Saddam Hussein 
might well take out his anger on 
Shiites in Baghdad. Only mem- 
bers of his ruling Ba'ath Socialist 
Party are safe. 

Curiously, the no-fly zone ex- 
cludes some of the holy Shiite 
shrines, which also happen to be 
the sites of Saddam Hussein’s 
military action last year against 
Shiites. It also excludes Baghdad, 
although Suites make up about 
half tire city’s population. 

Shiites are a minority of about 
10 per cent in the Arab World, 
but a majority in Iraq, constitut- 
ing about 55 per cent of the 
population. 

We lived peacefully with our 
neigh boors and tolerated whatev- 
er government ruled us, whether 
Ottoman Turk or British, without 
expecting it to return the favour. 
Saddam Hussein changed this. 

Recently be has tried to force a 
division between Sunnis and 
Shiites. When Ayatollah Khirie, a 
revered religious figure who had 
bo political role, (tied in July at 
tbe age of 90, Saddam Hussein 
forbade any form of funeral or 
public prayer. 

Also in July, Saddam Hussein 
executed 42 merchants, accusing 
them of corruption. Many of 
them were Shiites. Last August, 
according to Middle East Watch, 
Saddam Hussein rounded up an 
estimated 2,500 Shiite men, 
women and children from the 
south and transported them to an 
army camp for execution. 

Shiites as a community have 
never been .’fooled fay Saddam 
Hussein's rhetoric of unity, free- 
dom and socialism for alL Nor are 
they fooled by the fact that there 
are several Shiites in iris govern- 
ment, as there are Christians and 
Kurds. Saddam Hussein 
ses Shiites because many 
oppose his secular Ba’ai v 
ideology, which Shiites view' as 
atheistic. 


The Shiites of Iraq are a com- 
munity of paradox. They are at 
once the most influenced by the 
daks and, no doubt because of 
their underdog history, the most 
progressive people in a society 
deeply rooted in tradition. 

Nevertheless, whether one is 
Shiite or Sunni remains a source 
of conflict in Iraq. Tbe loyally of 
Iraq’s Shiites continues to be 
questioned. Governments in Iraq 
have long doubted the Shiite 
community’s allegiance, accusing 
them of Persian sympathies, be- 
cause Iran is Shiite, a 

The Shiite members of tire 
opposition reject (his view, 
although Saddam Hussin's poli- 
cies have pushed many Shiites to 
react in a sectarian way and look 
to Iran for political ideology. But 
tire opposition leaders say they do 
not want an Iran-inspired govern- 
ment. Nor do they want an inde- 
pendent .. Shiite state. They and 
the Kurds have pledged their 
commitment to a united Iraq. 

Still, Mr. Bash’s exclusion- 
zone plan runs tire risk of emph- 
asising the differences between 
Iraq's communities. And the peo- 
ple of Baghdad might come to 
resent the Kurds and Shiites who 
have had U.S. protection in the 
south. 

International Herald Tribune. 
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Ivanisevic wins Australian Indoor final 


SYDNEY (AP) — Goran Iva- 
-niscYic, feeding off the frenzied 
‘‘emotion of his fans, thoroughly 
;-;dominated top-seeded Stefan 
Edberg Sunday to win the Sydney 
„ Indoor tennis tournament 6-4, 
!>2, 64. 

; ' Ivanisevic, the No. 2 seed who 
*. lost to defending champion 
‘Edberg in last year’s semifinals, 
. .collected the S 135,000 first prize 
^ ' and now has won their last three 
. meetings. 

: “I was pumped today,” said 

. ‘ the 21-year-oid Croatian. “I 
didn't feel I could lose the 
match.” 

He seemed to gather strength 
‘ from the hundreds of rowdy fans 
. who cheered every point be won, 
' then chanted “Gor-an” and 
waved rcd-white-and-blue Croa- 
tian flags between games. 

Ivanisevic yelled and pumped 
his fist in their direction several 
times in the final set. After he 
shook hands with Edberg at the 
net, be dashed into the packed 
upper deck to toss his shirt as a 
soavenir and bug several suppor- 
ters. 

Still exhuberant at the awards 


presentation, he popped open a 
wed-shaken bottle of champagne 
and sprayed his orach, specta- 
tors, tournament officials and 
photographers. 

Ivanisevic gave his fans part of 
the credit, saying they pickoi him 
up when he was emotionally 
down at times during the Sl.l 
million event. He said that be- 
cause of its strong Croatian com- 
munity, Australia is like playing 
at home. 

“They have me great support,” 
he said. “It was a nice feeling, it 
gives me something extra. I play a 
bit for me and a bit for than.” 

The lean and lanky left-hander, 
who led the tour with an average 
14 aces per match this year, 
yielded only 16 points in 14 ser- 
vice games. He Rolled op 11 aces 
and blasted 24 other serves that 
Edberg never got back into play. 

“He was really creaming his 
serves today,” Edberg said. “I 
thin k it would have beat hard for 
anyone to beat him when he’s 
playing like that. When he gets 
up early like be did today, be 
serves loose. If be just hit second 


serves today, h would have been 
a more even match.” 

Meanwhile, Ivanisevic broke 
the Swede five times, most im- 
portantly after. Edberg had 
broken bun to even the first set at 
4-4. It was Edberg’s first and last 
chance to break. 

Edbmg’s net game, among the 
best in men’s tennis, was left a 
shambles by ripping baseline 
shots that either found the cor- 
ners or forced wild, awkward 
volleys in self-defence by nearly 
nailing trim in the body. Edberg 
won only 15 points in his 31 trips 
to the net. 

Edberg said he could only mus- 
ter about 80 per cent power on his 
own serve unto the third set, 
when it was too late — be was 
already down a break and Iva- 
nisevic just had to bold serve the 
rest of the way. The fans’ scream- 
ing cheers built 'steadily to the 
final point, but Edberg said it 
didn't bother him. 

“I didn't really notice it that 
much,” he said. “I had other 
things to think about. And you 
don’t have much time to think out 
there.” 


There was also btde time to 
celebrate, seek solace or take a 
siesta — both players are heading 
to Tokyo for an indoor tourna- 
ment this week. 

Ivanisevic can keep moving up 
from ins No. 8 ranking, while 


the top spot by the end of the 
year. It’s a position that once 
seemed oat of Ivanisevic’s grasp 
because of his reputation for in- 
consistency, but he now believes 
he has a shot at 

“Why not? It’s pretty far, No. 
1. but I have everything to 
dominate the game,” he said. 
“People said I can't play grand 
slams, then I readied the final at 
Wimbledon” 

He credited his increased con- 
centration for a brief hospital stay 
earlier this year for a fist heart 
beat. 

“That was a little bit scary ... 
the worst four days of my me,” 
Ivanisevic said. “I was not taking 
care. (Afterward) I noticed this 
change. I was starting to be more 
professional.” 


Magic back to training with Lakers 


HONOLULU (AP) — Magic 
. Johnson stopped a reporter in 
- mid-sentence when asked about 
- . his health at the opening of the 
Los Angeles Lakers training 
camp. 

“There’s no question about my 
health. I'm playing basketball. 
Tm going ■ to -ran and do every- 
thing everybody else does," 
Johnson said after the Lakers 
went through a 214-boor work- 
out. “Pm back." 

It was unimportant that the 
: Lakers looked a bit sluggish and 
; confused as they learned the sys- 
-.■tjem of new coach Randy Pfimd, a 
■j .longtime Lakers assistant tapped 
* whan Mike Dimkeavy left for 


Milwaukee. What was important 
was that Magic was back — run- 
ning op and down the court, 
making no-look, behind-the-back 
passes through a crowd of defen- 
ders as if he had never left 

Eleven months ago, Johnson 
stunned tbe world witb his 
announcement that be had con- 
tracted the virus that causes 
AIDS and would have to retire. 
But after showing be could play 
during the NBA all-star game and 
the Olympics, Johnson (tedded to 
play again and announced his 
ret u r n last week. 

He hopes to play a limited 
schedule of 50-60 games, but it 
remains to be seen if his physical 


condition can withstand the 
rigours of pro ball and the travel 
that comes with it. 

Johnson has no doubts about 
himself, though, and wants to 
talk about basketball and basket- 
ball only. 

“I have to concentrate more on 
defence and baring out,” he said. , 
“The offense wiH come naturally, 
that’s always going to be there. I 
have some work to do. I love to 
play, I love to- practice. I came 
tint here to work. When you 
dread practice, you shouldn’t be 
here.” 

Johnson, 33, at 106 kilogram- 
mes has gained weight, and says 
he feels com fo rtable playing at 


that weight. “I feel good. Too 
running tbe same. Tm just big- 
ger.” 

Johnson had a hard time de- 
scribing tbe wait for tills day to 
arrive. 

“I woke up two or three times 
during the night, just waiting for 
tins moment,” he said. “It finally 
got here and it was a great feel- 
ing. I was so nervous I felt like a 
rookie again. 

“I couldn’t dream it (returning) 
last night. T didn’t know what was 
going to happen. I just flowed 
right mto it. It was great — 
sweating, hitting people, people 
hitting me — that’s the fun of it 
alL” 



Beauty S- Luck 

Coming together in Saion Saint Laurent for Ladies 


Win Daihatsu - Charade MoeM 1993 and othmrvahMmbinprlzms 


The condition for lottery 

☆ Come and attend Salon Saint Laurent for 
Lades and choose any ct many services 
which offered you by the beet fates t 
equipment and international. cosmetics, 
on the perfect hands which got the 
highest certificates in beautician art and 
get the coupon which let you participate 
In ihe lottery on Dafoaisu-Charade Model 
1993 and other valuable prizes. 

* You have the light to participate bi more 
than one coupon W you will increase your 
vis it to our salon. 

☆ This offer will remain til 31-12-82 

☆ Lottery will be held on 1-1-1993. tauter 
the auspices of the concerned authority. 




The offered prises: 

☆ DaVtatsu-Chande car model -1993, five ■ 
. doors! 

☆T elevis ion - Samsung 26 inch wtth- 
remote-control 

☆ Video-Samsung Pai-Secam wfth remote- 
' control. 

☆ Stereo^emaatg • double ca ss et te s - 
aid rado digital wfth equa fa er. 

* West Point ISfaet- no frost 

☆ Washing-machine West Point -2 basins. 

☆ 20 saving bank book -tor each amount 
JO 50. 

☆ In addtion to other valuable prizes. 


' : tr- M 



Hamouda, the 

Internatio n al hairdresser. Umm Uthrlnah - behind Ann Hotel FbwK 829602, tec 829602, P.OJknc 811790, 


Jordan. 


Rafle. the inter na tional 
hairdresser. 



r I WASN'T > 
CRITICIZING YOUR. 
5WIN6...I JUST 
SAID I'VE NEVER 
SEEN A DIVOT 
LIKE THIS y 
. BEFORE.. / 




Andy Capp 



Mutt*n’ Jeff 


1 DONT LIKE 
MY NAMEi- 
I WANNA 60 
TO THE COURT 
AND HAVE 
IT CHANGED. 1 


WHAT IS 

your 

NAME? 



CLARENCE Smi OfKSU ^ 

,■ — Uosrt .1 don't blame 

CLARENCE LlYCO FOR WANTING I YOU LIKE 

STI NKWOT/nTcQ-t ^JSLJ Your NAME 
V VFvlCHANGEDy CHANGED, 

To? 


/ BUTCH 1 

i ST1NKWEEDJ 




Inter antgry after 
Italy drops Zenga ' 


ROME (R) — A 'Simmering row 
between Italian dub Intema- 
zfonate and national soccer coach 
Arrigo Sacdri has blown up again 
over experienced Inter goalkeep- 
er Walter Zenga’s continuing abs- 
ence from bis country’s squad. 

Zenga, a veteran of more than 
50 internationals, was suiprising- 
ty left out of the It a lian team 
which defeated the Netherlands 
3-2 in a friendly last month. 

There is again no place for bin) 
b the sqnad for neat Wednesday’s 
World Cup qualifier with Switzer- 
land in Cagliari. 

“Saochi told me that Zenga 
would be recalled after the 
friendlies at the start of tbe sea- 
son. It was a formal promise.” 
Inter’s general manager Piero 
Bosdn was quoted as saying in 
newspapers. 


“I. maintain that {here is a 
pre-detenmned position towards 
the goalkeeper. His absence can- 
not be explained by age... nor 
ability because be has 
proved to be in peak form this 
season,” he added. 

* Inter are angry that only one of 
Ibdr players — midfielder Ales- 
sandro Bianchi — currently fi- 
gures in Saccbfs plans. 

- Sacdri has opted to select two 
younger goalkeepers — Giaoluca 
Pagfioca of Sampdoria and Tori- 
no’s Luca Marchegiani — ahead 
of the 32-year-old Zenga. 

Yet the national coach is ex- 
pected to make AC Milan frill- 
back Macro Tassotti, 33 next 
January, the oldest international 
debutant in Italian soccer history 
in the vital match against tbe 


Chris Evert 
praises new life 


BOCA RATON, Florida (AP)— 
Nearly a year into motherhood, 
Chris Evert has only good things 
to say about h. 

“If s been more wonderful than 
I could ever imagine,” the seven 
time French Open and six-time 
U.S. Open champion said. Her 
son, Alex, turns 1 Monday. 

“He wants to be a tallboy,” 
she said. “He’s always throwing 
them around.” 

Chris and Alex appeared at a 
news conference to promote her 
annual celebrity tournament Oct. 
30-Nov. 1. Proceeds will go to 
the Hurricane Andrew relief 
effort. 

Alex’s first public forehand 
without a racquet — knocked his 
mother’s earring to the floor. His 
one-handed backhand nearly dis- 
lodged her microphone. 

Also present was Alex’s father, 
Andy Mill, who carried a diaper 
bag that had an undersized rac- 
quet protruding from a ride com- 
partment. It may be awhile be- 
fore Alen has his first lesson, 
though. 


“Tennis is tough on lrids,” 
Evert said. “Any sport where you 
start out so young before you 
form your personality is tough. 
Jennifer (Capriati) has gone 
through that this year.” 

Evert, ranked No. I in the 
world for seven years, achieved 
on-court success with steady 
groundstrokes, determination 
and concentration. Compared 
witb the rigors of raising a child. 
Evert said, she never realized 
bon easy she had it. 

“You don’t know until you 
.have one how your patience is 
tested,” Evert said. “I had it 
when I played, but for two hours, 
not 24.” 

Evert hopes her tournament 
will raise 800,000 to rebuild a 
migrant farm worker center in 
Homestead. Likely participants 
indude former boxing champion 
Sugar Ray Leonard, retired base- 
ball players Gary Carter and John 
Oates, comedian Alan King and 
women's world spruit record- 
holder Florence Gnffith-Joyner. 


SPORTS NEWS lil, BRIEF 


Forget clalons his third Toulouse title 

TOULOUSE (R) — Frenchman Guy Forget won his third 
Toulouse Open tennis title and his first tournament of the year 
when he beat Petr Korda of Czechoslovakia in straight sets 
Sunday. Forget, who won rix titles including Toulouse test year, 
but who has struggled to rediscoverhis best tennis since, scored a 
6-3, 6-2 victory against the world number five in just under an 
bour-and-a-half. 

Kasparov wins 4-2 in first round 

BUENOS AIRES (AP) — World chess champion Garry Kaspar- 
ov lost one game, drew two and won three, to lead 4-2 in the first 
round of a two-round match with Argentina's Olympic chess 
team. International master Pablo Ricardi, with white, scored 
Argentina’s only victory. Jorge Rnbinetti and Pablo Z&rmdri, 
both with black, played to a draw. Kasparov, playing blade, 
defeated grand master Oscar Fanoo and Claudia Aurora, and 
Hugo Spangenberg with white. After the match, organised by tbe 
Buenos Aires Armenian community, Kasparov will tour the 
country. 

Newcastle stretches winning streak 

LONDON (R) — Newcastle stretched their perfect record to 10 
matches in the English First Division with a 1-0 home win over 
Tianmcre. Newcastle, managed by former England international 
Kevin Keegan, increased to eight points their lead over second- 
placed Chariton, who lost 2-1 at Bristol' City. Ther were no 
Premier League matches with England preparing for a Work! Cup 
qualifying match at hone to Norway Wednesday. 

Fischer takes 7-3 lead over Spassky 

BELGRADE (R) — Former world dress champion Bobby 
Fischer beat Boris Spassky in tbe 17th game of their $5 million 
replay series in Belgrade, giving him a 7-3 lead. “It was a technical 
win,” said Fischer after the game, which comprised 58 moves and 
six and half hours of play. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARP 
ATANNAH MRSCH 
01M2 TVtum IM SMM ho. 


GETTING IT BIGHT, BACKWARD 


Both vulnerable. South Awl* 
NORTH 
4J964S 
K 

- 0 Q 82 

* 10 9 8 7 


WEST EAST 

# A K 7 * Q 10 8 5 2 

9 10 8 6 5 2- 794 

0 J 8 7 4 3 OK 10 5 

♦ Void . *6 43 

SOUTH 
* Void . 

V A Q J 7 3 
0A9 

♦AKQ J62 
The hiABnjp 

Sooth West North East 

1* Pass 14 Pass 

37 Pass 4* Paso 

40 Paas 4 7 Pass - 

74 Paas Paaa Pan 

Opening lead: King of# 

If you can’t see how to secure your 
contract along normal lines, consid- 
er iwiMng dnwiwy tlw wtmw faw lifwil. 
D e ci aie e on* ii a rou nd a b out way of 
sohring your problem, it is known in 
the trade as a “dummy reversal.” 
Two-suited hands, especially 
those with dubs n tbe *"Ani* suk, 

cannot ha described easily if. you 
start the auction with an artificial. 


Paas 

I « 

Paw 

Pees 

4* 

Pass 

Pare 

47 

■ Bus 

Paas 

Paas 

Pass 


forcing opening bod of two dubs. 
Hence South’* d ec ision to open one 
dob and follow with a jump in 
hearts. After a cfcfo. preference from 
North, a red-suit coerbid from each 
partner convinced South a grand 
■lain would hove play. 

West led a top spade, ruffed high 
in the dosed hand. A txump to the 
ten revealed tbe 3-0 split, and de- 
darer realised ho had a problem. 
.Unless haute' woe 4-3, declarer 
would haveto ruff a feeing heart as 
well as a iKmhhhvI in dummy, and 
removing East's fangs find would 
leave only one tru mp on the table. 

The fmt£ doxnrr y'a tnmBpe were 
Iwgh ■ifawnntwHiwtliet 

would improve on the 62 percent’ 
probabBify of a favorable heart dwi- 
dion — a dumm y reversal- Declarer 
ruffed another apadehiifr, crossed 
to the king of hearts and ruffed * 
third spade high, and then'erossed ' 
to a trump to ruff a fourth spade 
with dedans's aunwiniag trump'. 

: A kw heari ruffcdNm the table 
provided the entry to idfonr the last 
trump, dariarer discarding a .dia- 
mond from bond. The ace 'gf "dia- 
monds was the entry back toMhq, 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR MONDAY OCTOBER 12, 1992 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Rigttter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Whil e our f’ewriim friends are 
enjoying Thanksgiving you have a 
fine day to think interns of orga- 
nising the practical and material 
of your life enabling you to 
operate more efficiently... 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Yen fa d too tied down to some 
advanced course of action that is 
raking longer than you -bad ex- 
pected to handle but persevere in a 
thoughtful manner. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You are tied down to some obliga- 
tiou that seems to be unending but 
accept and carry through m a 
steadfast manner and you win gain 

amaging benefits. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Consder well what outside matters 
await your attention and put a 
smile on your face as you do them 
and then the public is pleased by 
your attitude. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) T hink about what you can 
do to improve the operative skills 
of your regular activities and you 
find they get in a more satisfactory 
groove. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
have some duty you know you 
should go ahead with for your dose 
companion and if you do so you 
will find that you get some rich 
rewards by so doing. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You have many things to do at 


your residence that are doubt-teas- 

ly a pain in the neck but this is ody 

one day to take out of a full, 
brimmmgover fife. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Yon have many errands end 
other tfi 5n g« to attend to and don’t . 
put them off especially where arti- 
cles of beauty fanushiiJgs, soppfim 
of all kind are concerned. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Rety upon 6* affection 
and good will of a friend to ateat 
you now m procuring the various ; 


your efforts. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) You feel as though 
y<m cannot break out front under 
some duty that seems unending but 
fay listening to encouragement of 
your attachment it is easier to do, 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) A friend who is usuaBy 
pretty reticent and offish can be 
the person now who understands 
what you are trying to do and wiB 
aid you over rough spots. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19 ) Follow the instructions 
today of a demanding official who 
actually has your good at bean and 
don’t be with depressing friends 
until they cheer up. 

PISCES: (February 20 to Match 
20) This is the day for you to avoid 
the limelight at all costs and if you 
want some outside interests, tbe 
best for you is one of a different- 
stance. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 


HARPiS 



CLICK 


*lf men like electronic stuff so much, 
how come you hate to use 
the vacuum cleaner?” 



That scrambled word Came 
9 [ by Henri Amqjd and Bob Lae 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 




THE PRIZEFIGHTER 
TURNED COMEDIAN 
TOLD JOKES THAT 
WERE THIS, 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


LXXXXXXXXJ 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Saturday's I JumWB « JERKY UTHE STICKY GAMBLE 

I Answer What they rated the boss at the dairy ptarrt — 
THE BIG CHEESE 


THE Daily Crossword ■* 


ACROSS 
1 Province 
6 Truman's 
bMmlaoa 
11 tonoMtee 
14 Sound 
iSRcMsawwork 
IBYoto — 

17 Record players 
of old 

19 cyst 

20 Fern spores 

21 Fteg 

22 Card gams 
24 Parepfnala 

28 Engrosses 
27 Emotin g 
30 Diving duck 
32 Wastam mewte 


;«■■■■ iaaaaa aaa 
■■■■■anna aal 


pa aai 

■aaaai 

aaaua 


i aaaaafl 
aaaaaa a 
iaaaa aal 

■■■ aSal 

■■ aaaai 
'■ aaaaal 
aaaa 1 


34 Pronoun 

37 Piquancy ■ 

38 Month 

38 

40 Where Buanos 
Aires facafabr. 

41 TVs — Day • 

42 PWdsh color 

43 Sycophant 
46 Detestable 

48 Donizetti worite 
46 Splendor 

49 loru ‘ 
so A — atM 
52 Ratoon d*- 


STSaflere Urn (wHt 


7 God of love 
8Fur. 

9 Pub drink" 

10 Brassufeg spas 

11 AmnwboWw 
12Motfontofk 

13 Forbidden sets 
18 Boost 
23 first tody 


i ■■ m aan 

aina 


5RHR nnnnn nn 

nnnS RS 0 ™ 0 nn 

^mnSnRSnnnraijn 

nnnnnn^nn~R n 

WMRGn-f] 

nnnn^nnn™^ 0 
nnHH nn 

nnmn SHP™ 
linnn nnrinn nn 


and the grand slam was home. 


l.From^to 36 Plwchto word 

-- riches 38 See birds 

2 Continental 39 Contends 

preOx 41-Surgicer 

3 Hebrew month MmVunwnt - 

4ResJrfcflve . 42 Eccentric whari 
6 Pasture sound 44-witereih* 

6 Hung, co m p oee r -Bow—" 


If Spanish 
46 Convex i 

V-owi 
55 Tubes 
£0 Christie 
61 Omit 


53 Fv Easterner 

54 Tsar - 
S6 Cable . Y> 
S8Angw : 

59 Capers' 



















Financial 

Markets 


_ - Jotjtafe- Tfeiras 

la co op er a ti on with 

Cairo Amman Bank 


Foreign Exchange Market Summary 
(October 5 - October 9, 1992) 

AMMAN — The dollar posted sharp gams during the coarse of 
last week benefiting from boats of short covering and np timkfi^ 
expectations over the tinting of the torn-arotrad in the direction 
of interest rate differentials between the dollar and die mark. 
The U.S. currency thus finished the week fire per cent Hi gh er ' 
against the mark and two per cent higher a gainst against the 
Bnffih pound and the yen. 

Trading was volatile Monday as the dollar shadowed develop- 
ments in New York’s stock exchange. TbeU.S. bnh dropped' 
a low of 1.5890 marks during the day as the Dow Jones 
nosedived, bat recovered breaching 1.42 marks when stock 
prices recovered. At 1.4215 marks and 1.7133 dollars to the . 
pound, die U.S. currency dosed at what proved to be its lowest 
levels of the week. 

Speculation over the tinting of a narrowing erf the dofiar/mark 
yield gap became the theme of trading activity when the Fed 
defied the widely-held expectations of the previous week and 
(fid not cut interest rates following its Open Market Committee 
meeting. Waves of dollar short-covering thus continued for the 
next three days, gaining more momentum as it coincided with 
falling European money market rates. A fan in German money 
market interest rate from 9.70% to 8.95% in particular, fueled 
speculation over whether it was a mere compromise from the 
Bundesbank, or whether it was a prelude before the German 
central bank cut its Lombard amvor discount rates. 

The dollar thus jumped by more than two Pfennigs Wednes- 
day and then, by another three Pfennigs Thursday, after the 
release of positive U.S. economic statistics. Retail Sales were 
reported to have risen by 7 per pent in September, while jobless 
chums, for the week ended Sept. 26, declined to 400,000 from 
424,000 the previous week. 

While trading quieted down Friday, the dollar firmed further 
before the dose of New York on a revival of safe-haven 
demand. News that 1 Iraqi soldiers had detained an American 
citizen sparked fears of another confrontation. Market anxiety 
over the' - outcome of an EC meeting on Oct. 16th provided 
further support. But while pre-weekend position squaring 
capped the dollar's rise, it nevertheless closed at its highest of 
the week. 

Expectations over the dollar’s direction tins week remain 
some-what mixed, as analysts were skeptical of the market’s 
optimism over the timing of the narrowing of the doOar-mark 
interest interest rate gap. Referring to a statement by a 
Bundesbank board member, in which he expected German 
money supply growth to ease after November, they pointed out 
that there could be at least a period of two months before 
German interest rates ' would be cut (i.e. in December). It 
remains expedient, however, to emphasise that such a decision 
is no longer a matter of German domestic policy, but could be 
overturned on political (ERM) grounds. Hence the high degree 
of uncertainly. 


Manr Yack Owing 
US. Mar 


“or Major Cmrcticftats Agafawt tfca 



Boro-Currency Interest Rates 


Currency 


VS. Dollar 


Sterling Pound 


Deutsche Mark 


Swiss Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese Yen 


lain bank Md Mn inr : 



*ai. nmdn l -S. Ihbr. l.iMUMor equivalent. 


U.S. Dollar 


Slating Pound 


Mark 


Swiss Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese Yen 0 


Dutch Guilder 


Swedish Krona 


Italian Lira*’ 


Belgian Franc 


11/10/92 


Offer 


.6SZ 


1.155 



Tel: 677420 



/ 1 Tel: 675571 

Nabfl Al Mashini T hea tr e 


Today and every day, Nabil Al 
Mashini Theatre in Abdali 
presents 
Abu Awwad- in 

AA’AH WA KAYMEH (CHAOS) 


Nigerian interbank rates 
soar above 100% 


LAGOS (R) — Nigeria’s banking 
system is in disarray as interest 
-rates soar to record heights and 
^ash-strapped banks are forced to 
borrow funds to keep liquid, 
bankers have said. 

“Only speculators and traders 
can afford to borrow at prevailing 
rates. This can't be good for the 
economy,” a Western banker 
working in Lagos told Reuters. ■ 

The situation has been made 
worse by uncertainty surrounding 
the military government's plans 
to restore civilian rule in January 
following its deciBon to 'suspend 
presidential primaries to investi- 
gate allegations of widespread 
electoral malpractice. 

Interest rates have efimbed to 
record -heights since the Central 
Bank of Nigeria (CBN) withdrew 
7.5 billion naira ($380 million) 
from the banking system two 
weeks ago through the issue of 
compulsory stabilisation secur- 
ities to banks. 

- Interbank rates — the rate at 
which banks lend to each other — 
are now as high as 110 per cent, 
twice the rate before tee CBN 
mopped up - liquidity to help 
check inflation and stabilise the 
naira’s foreign exchange rates. 

Prime lending rates are as high 
as 50 percent and maximum rates 
even higher. . 

Industrialists say prevailing in- 
terest rates are crippling produc- 
tion in sub-Saharan Africa’s big- 
gest economy by denyh^ cash- 
strapped producers affordable 
credit. 

Most banks are concerned with 
snrviving.in a cash-tight environ- 
ment. 

“For most banks it is a question 
of trying to maintain your posi- 
tion, keep your liquidity and fund 
your books,” he said. 

Banks that borrow at the high 
end of interbank rates tend to be 
those in the most financial dis- 
tress and face difficulties fulfilling 
their cash needs from outside the 
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9,360 3.590 

696 3.400 

36,176 2.310 

- 2,920. 2.920 

'60,109 2.070 

10,937 4.-140 - 

20,053. 1.340 

18 0,-747 * ^.930- 
99,9Sl 3.660 

175.142 3.070 

221,234 4.020 

40,205 110.250 ! 

0,905 2.960 
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Richard Gere/Julia Roberts ... in 


Shows: 1230, 3:30, 6:15, 830, 10:30 

The Goonies 


\ 
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/ 



Show; 8*^0 p-m- 

TlcKet window is open all day 


Nabil & Hisham 
presents 

The Political Satire Play 

Welcome... New World Order 

Show starts at 8:30 p.m. 



Italian U.S., China sign 

passes landmark trade pact 

rnQt-CllttlTIO WASHINGTON (R) — U-S. and lted States are forecast to total Washington. Political observers 
vv/31 v/utuug Chinese negotiators Saturday $19 billion this year — and could said President George Bush was 
| signed a landmark agreement jump to $25 billion in 1993. likely to tout the agreement as 

Dd-CKE^C that wffl open China's huge mar- Under the agreement, China another foreign economic success 

r O ket, while averting a trade war. will amcldv remove most import of his administration. 


banking system. 

Many banks also use the inter- 
bank market to fond their foreign 
exchange purchases from the offi- 
cial market. 

. Interbank rates have more than 
tripled jance a 41 per cent curren- 
cy devaluation in March. Prime 
lending rates have doubled as 
import-dependent producers 
sought credit to buy expensive 
foreign exchange. 

Bankers say the CBN’s policy 
of issuing stabilisation securities 
to banks Without notice also 
drove up interest rates by creat- 
ing unnecessary panic' within the 
tanking system. 

They say the CBN was on likely 
to achieve its aim of stemming 
inflation, now running at above 
50 per cent, and stabuishing tee 
weak naira by squeezing banks. 

“The CBN should target tee 
gov er nment’s budget overspend- 
ing since it is source of the 
money it is trying to mop up,” 
said one banker. “But we all 
know that this is not politically 
feasible so banks must remain the 
whipping boys.” 

Time military govern m ent re- 
corded a 14.8 biukm naira ($751 
million) budget deficit d urin g tee 
first half of 1992, after promising 
to reverse a trend of overspend- 
ing. 

The government, with out- 
standing programmes to com- 
plete before relinquishing power, 
may find it diffioilt to avoid a 
huge deficit at the end of the year 
after overspending by a record 
35.31 billion naira ($1.8 billion) 
last year. 

“We may have to wait until 
after January for some sanity to 
return to the financial sector,” 
said a commercial banker. 

“But I wouldn’t hold your 
breath, judging by tire way that 
sonje of the civilian politicians 
have been spending money on 
their election campaigns,” he 
pointed out. 


ROME (Agencies) — ; The Italian 
government won a conclusive 
confidence vote on a controver- 
sial package of spending cuts in a 
parliamentary session late Satur- 
day. 

The lower bouse, where Prime 
Minister Grafiano Amato’s admi- 
nistration has a 16-seat majority, 
approved the 23.8 trillion lire 
($18 billion) package by 303 vo- 
ters to three against, with 11 
abstentions. 

The vote was almost declared 
invalid because the quorum of 
316 deputies in the 63Q^eat house 
was only exceeded by one. 

Opposition deputies left before 
the final vote to jeering and cries 
of “buffoons” from members of 
the majority. 

Parliament had earlier passed 
separate confidence votes on the 
four sections; of the bill relating to 
health, public sector employ- 
ment, welfare and local finance. 

The bill will return to the upper 
house, the senate, in the next few 
days for approval of the changes 
passed by the lower house before 
it becomes law. 

The Amato government, bat- 
tling with the largest budget de- 
ficit in the European Community, 
decided to ram the bQI through 
on a confidence vote after sniping 
from members of its own major- 
ity. 

The procedure also buries 
some 1,200 amendments sought 
by deputies of all parties who 
want to water down the program- 
me. 

The government also plans to 
steer a 1993 austerity budget 
through parliament which would 
cut public spending by a farther 
$75 billion and go a large way to 
dismantling the welfare state. 

The prime minister said recent- 
ly that Italy was in its worst crisis 
since the years just after World 
War II. 

“This is the gravest crisis there 
has been after that of 1946-47 ... 
when we were discussing chang- 
ing the currency, when inflation 
was «ky jngh , w^rn^tta .country 
was destroyed,” said Mr. Amato.. 


WASHINGTON (R)— U-S. and 
Chinese negotiators Saturday 
signed a landmark agreement 
that wifi open China's huge mar- 
ket, while averting a trade war. 

The United States had vowed 
to impose punitive tariffs on up to 
$3.9 billion of Chinese goods if 
China ted not move to lift trade 
restrictions fop midnight Satur- 
day. 

"It was signed at 11:30 p.m. 
(0330 GMT)," a spokesman for 
the U-S. trade representative’s 
office told Reuters by telephone. 

"This agreement will create 
new opportunities for our 
businesses, our farmers and our 
workers. This is truly a win-win 
situation,” said Deputy U.S. 
Trade Representative Michael 
Moskow. 

“This provides.... unpre- , 
cedented access to a rapidly 
growing economy of 1.1 billion 
people,” he said. 

The pact also moves China 
closer to membership in the 
General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade (GATT), the world 
trade body, but Mr. Moskow said 
Beijing had other steps to take 
before it was eligible to join 
GATT. 

The United States exported 
$63 billion of goods to China last 
year and may sell $73 billion next 
year. Chinese exports to the Un- 


ited States are forecast to total 
$19 billion this year — and could 
jump to $25 billion in 1993. 

Under the agreement, China 
will quickly remove most import 
licensing requirements, quotas 
and controls, which should in- 
■crease U.S. . exports by hundreds of 
millions of dollars in the short run 
and bfibotts over the long haul. 

The cuts in import barriers wiU 
particularly help U-S. sales of 
computers, car parts, some film 
and cameras, compressors, air 
conditioners and medical equip- 
ment among other goods,” Mr. 
Moskow said. 

China has also agreed to cut 
tariffs sharply by Dec. 31, 1993, 
on chemicals, machinery, steel, 
farm equipment and other goods. 

U.S. car makers involved in 
joint ventures in China will be able 
to import parts and components 
from the United States, including 
kits to then be made into vehi- 
■ctes. 

About 75 per cent of tee 
Chinese import restrictions and 
quotas covered by the pact will be - 
phased out within the first two 
years of the agreement, Mr. Mos- 
kow said. 

The agreement came after a 
year of talks in Beijing and 
Washington that ended with in- 
tense negotiations last week in 


Washington. Political observers 
said President George Bush was 
likely to tout the agreement as 
another foreign economic success 
of his adnumstratfon. 

U.S. Trade Representative 
Carla Hills said in August that the 
United States would impose 
tariffs of up to 100 per cent on 
Chinese goods if Beijing did not 
move to open its dosed market 
by the Saturday deadline. 

The punitive tariffs — normal 
U.S. duties are five to 10 per cent 
— would have been imposed on 
goods such as footwear, silk 
apparel, industrial hardware and 
electronic equipment. 

The United States bad charged 
China with unfair trading prac- 
tices teat included limits or out- 
right bans on some goods and 
import licensing, standards and 
regulations designed specifically 
to exdude foreign products. 

The agreement helps ease U.S. 
relations with China that have 
been strained recently by alleged 
Chinese use of prison labour to 
make goods for export and viola-, 
tions of other trade agreements, 
notably in textiles. 

In addition. Congress has re- 
mained hostile to China for its 
military repression of pro- 
democracy demonstrators in 
Tiananmen square in Beijing in 
1989. 


Bad management blamed 
for heavy losses at Lloyd’s 


LONDON (R) — A report into 
heavy losses suffered by partici- 
pants in Lloyd’s insurance mar- 
ket, the biggest in the world, 
blames poor underwriting and 
bad management, market sources 
said Saturday. 

The report looked into the 
losses incurred by Lloyd's 
“names” — wealthy individuals 
who underwrite insurance risks in 
tee hope of high returns — who ■ 
took part in syndicates ran by 
Lloyd’s managing agency Gooda 
Walker. 

lifocTs said in June that its 
syndicates lost £2 billion ($3.4 
trillion) in 1969, its biggest loss in 
300 years of trading. About 43 
per cent of the loss fell on about 
4,000 members of just two man- 


Taiwan’s foreign 
exchange reserves 
surge to $90 billion 


aging agencies. Gooda Walker 
and Feltrim- 

Tbe 1300-page report, sent to 
the names Friday, said Lloyd’s 
underwriters tidied to recognise 
the scale of the risks to which 
they were exposed and had been 
too willing to run high risks in the 
hope of big profits. 

It said nsks were too highly 
concentrated among a few 
names, who were often not given 
enough relevant information. But 
it did not find any evidence of 
wrongdoing. 

The report echoed tee conclu- 
sions of a witter investigation into 
Lloyd's business earlier this year 
which said the insurance market 
did not give its members suffi- 
cient protection. 

The new report said Lloyd’s 
firms should keep tighter control 


of underwriting and provide 
names with more information ab- 
out the risks they were running. 
It suggested more reinsurance 
against catastrophes should be 
arranged outride Lloyd's. 

Q aims from disasters like, the 
Piper Alpha North Sea oil rig 
fire, the Exxon Valdez oil spill in 
Alaska and tee Los Angeles ear- 
thquake proved equally dis- 
astrous for some Lloyd’s names. 

Alfred Doll-Stein berg, chair- 
man of a group of names whidi 
plans plan to sue Lloyd’s for 
negligence, welcomed the report. 

“This does make it perfectly 
dear teat there was great negli- 
gence.” he told Reqters. “We 
will be pressing very hard for 
changes to be put into effect. For 
these safeguards not to be in 
place already is a scandal.” 


TAIPEI (R) — Taiwan’s foreign 
exchange reserves, the world’s 
largest, surged to a record $90 
billion in early September, and 
tee figure could jump to about 
$92 trillion this year, central bank 
officials has said. 

The foreign exchange reserves 
were $89.4 bflfion at the end of 
August, up from $88 billion in 
July and $75.8 billion in August 
1991. - 

A senior central bank official 
attributed tee increase to the 
appreciation of the yen and mark 
as well as interest on Taiwan’s 
reserves deposited at about 100 
major foreign banks and other 
financial institutions abroad. 

“If the U.S. dollar continues its 
current level abroad, it could 
boost our currency reserves to 
about $92 billion by the end of 
the year,” be said. 

The reserves exclude gold 
holdings worth about $6 billion 
.and central tank loans of about 
S7.5 billion to the island’s foreign 
currency interbank market, pri- 
vate and public companies in -the 
past few years. 

“If all these figures are added 
up, our foreign exchange assets 
are already well over $100 bil- 


lion,” the official said. 

Central bank governor Samuel 
Shi eh said the government would 
encourage local business to bold 
foreign exchange to prevent total 
official reserves from rising too 
fast. He did not give details but 
foreign currency sold to local 
banks ends up at the central 
bank*',, and adds to official re- 
serves. 

About 60 per cent of tee fore- 
ign exchange reserves were de- 
nominated m U.S. dollars, 22 per 
cent in Deutscbemarks, 11 per 
cent in yen, and tee rest in 
pounds sterling and other major 
currencies, the senior central 
bank official said. 

Taiwan now bolds about 55 per 
cent of the foreign exchange re- 
serves in the form of securities 
issued by foreign governments 
and institutions, ami the rest as 
tank deposits. 

Taipei was the biggest buyer of 
U.S. government securities in the 
first quarter of 1992. 

About a third of the foreign 
exchange reserves are held in the. 
United States, a third in Europe 
and the rest in Japan and other 
countries. None is held in 
Taiwan. 


* One-bed room - Irving - dining room, kitchen and bath. 

* Two-bedrooms, living - dining room, kitchen and bath. 
C.H. & telephones. 

Location: Jabal Amman, between 3rd & 4th Circles. 
TeL: 667862 - 642351 - 693443 



1. Used personal computer. 

2. Printer 

Tel.: 610683 between 4-6 p.m. 


New Furnished Flat For Rent 

Ground floor with a unique location in western Amman. 
Consisting of 3 bedrooms, dining room, salon, kitchen, 
two bathrooms, separate central heating, garden,* and 
separate garage. 

Location: The first approaches to Al Rabieh district, 
Asfahan Street, behind Kanaan. Petrol Station. 

Annual rent: JD 7,000 

Call the agent, tel.: 639023 


SEEK ACCOMMODATION 

American doctoral student seeks housing with students or 
family. Willing to tutor in English. 

Telephone 667171 Ext 226 or 812074 
Ask lor John Lee Holmes. Thanks 


TO LET 

Fully furnished semi-villa in Um Utheina, is available. The ground floor, of 
a two-storey villa Is independent in: Garden, telephone, water, electricity, 
heating, and own entrance. It consists of four bedrooms, three baths, 
study, maid room, lounge & dining room, and spacious modem kitchen. 

OWNER'S telephone 828902 , 


■Semi-Villa To Let In Western Amman 

Furnished. Consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 2 glassed verandas 
with telephone One, centrally heated. 

■Location: Jordan University, housing area 

For more In f or mati on, call: Sawaan, teL: 842021 
from fcOO am. to 2d» pun. 
and tal: 665595 from 4;0Q to 740 pun. 


FLAT FOR RENT 

2 bedrooms, salon, sitting room, dining room, 2 bath- 
rooms, central heating, garage and telephone. 
Location: 100 metres east of Ai Khaiidi Hospital, JabaJ 
Amman. 

Call tel. 641019 from 8-10 aun. and from 2-5 p-m. 


Fully thirnislied Apartment For Rent 

Onfy 100 metres away from Amra Hotel... with 
independent entrance.... two bedrooms and utilities, 
telephone, central heating, and hot water daily. 

Please call tel. 828425 


FOR SALE 
DUTY FREE CARS 

1. Ford Sierra Estate 1989 — in need of repairs . 

2. Land rover County LWB 110, 1989 

3. Rover Sherpa Minibus, 1987 

4. Suzuki motorcycle TS 250, 1988 

For details, call 823100 between &30 and 3.-00 pan. 
sealed bids to be received by November 1, 1992 : 


INDEPENDENT SMALL FLAT : 
FOR RENT 

Fully furnished ground-floor, with private gate and garden 
in a two-floor private building located in the best residen- 
tial area, between the 5th & 4th Circles (near the Guests' 
House) No. 147 Zahran Road — Jabal Amman. ■ 
Cosy, typical, for a nice couple, consists of: Salon, dining 
room, 2 bedrooms, bathroom and fully equipped kitchen. 
Central heating, colour TV, telephone and car park.' 

If Interested, please call tel. 671509 
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Shevardnadze laments election 


troubles, but expects victory 


TBILISI (AP) — Former Soviet 
minister Eduard Shevardnadze 
appeared headed to election as 
speaker of the Georgian parlia- 
ment as Georgians cast ballots 
across their tiny strife-torn land 
Sunday. 

Mr. Shevardnadze, running un- 
opposed for Georgia's highest 
post, cast his ballot at voting 
station No. 2 in downtown Tbilisi 
at 10 a.m. (0600 GMT), three 
hours after the polls opened. Sur- 
rounded by about 10 body 
guards, he spent 15 minutes fill- 
ing out the ballot 

“The turnout in Tbilisi is quite 
high,” - Mr. Shevardnadze said as 
he left the booth. “Thank you for 
your support.” 

Asked for whom be voted, the 
white-haired Shevardnadze 
laughed and said: “I voted for 
Shevardnadze.” 

A crowd surrounded the ballot- 
ing station arid many people ap- 
plauded as he appeared. 

By 9 a.m. (0500 GMT), 
470,000 out of 3.6 million eligible 
voters bad cast ballots nation- 
wide, according to the Central 
Election Committee. 

The elections are seen as a 
referendum on Mr. Shevard- 
nadze's stewardship of the four- 
man State Council, which he was 
headed since returning to his na- 
tive land last March after a civil 
war that drove popularly elected 
President Zviad Gamsakhurdia 
into exile. Mr. Gamsakhurdia 
was regarded in Georgia and the 
West as a dictator who fuelled 


ethnic unrest, but his violent ous- 
ter left Georgia without a consti- 
tutional government. 

Mr. Shevardnadze needed one- 
third of the votes cast to become 
speaker of the paifianient, a post 
created to replace the presidency 
in Georgia. 

Mr. Shevardnadze had ruled 
Georgia as first secretary of the 
Communist Party from 1972 until 
1985, when Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev summoned 
him to Moscow to be foreign 
minister. Together, the two- men 
helped end the cold war. 

Peace did not return to Geor- 
gia with Mr. Shevardnadze. 
Armed supporters of Mr. Gam- 
sakhurdia and separatists remain 
active in Abkhazia in the west 
and South Ossetia in north cen- 
tral Georgia. Hie economy is m 
ruins. 

Because of the fighting, voting 
was not being held in nine dis- 
tricts of western Georgia, Abkha- 
zia and Southern Ossetia, depriv- 
ing up to 200,000 people of their 
right to vote. Elections will be 
held later in those districts, Mr. 
Shevardnadze has said.. 

Georgian police reported no 
incidents at balloting stations in 
the rest of Georgia by rrudmom- 
ing, despite earlier warnings that 
G amsakh urdia followers planned 
terrorist acts. 

Besides the bodyguards accom- 
panying Mr. Shevardnadze, little 
security was visible around the 
polling booths. 

Voters were given lists of local 



Eduard Shevardnadze 


candidates and asked to choose 
one, a long list of party names to 
chome three, and a blue slip of 
paper with Mr. Shevardnadze's 
name, to ciide to vote for or 
cross out to vote against. 

“I voted for Shevardnadze,” 
said Otar Chitiasfavih, a 32-year- 
old engineer who cast his ballot in 
the prosperous Vake district. 
“Only Shevardnadze can bring us 
peace, stability and develop- 
ment.” 

The head of the Electoral 
Committee for the station, Gili 
Tazdgeridze, said 190 of 2,600 
registered voters cast their ballots 
by 9 a.m., “a very good figure.” 

At the less prosperous Chu- 
guretsky district, 80 of the 1,500 
registered voters cast ballots 
within 40 minutes' after the polls 


opened, and officials said turnout 
was high. 

Nearly everyone questioned at 
both districts backed Mr. She- 
vardnadze. 

“Two years ago, I voted for 
Gamsakhurdia, because I trusted 
him, and because that is what my 
neighbours and friends told me to 
do,” said Tsiala Shengetia, a 46- 
year-dd housewife. “Today, I 
voted for Shevardnadze because 
everyone around is saying that 
only he can save us.” 

Mr. Gamsakhnrdia’s Round 
Table Coalition won a parliamen- 
tary majority in voting two yean 
ago, and last summer he ran 
successfully for die* new post of 
president. The State Council de- 
cided to eliminate the post of 
president. 

Maria Kuntseva, 55, a pension- 
er, asked in Russian whether 
there were any former Commun- 
ists on the list of parties. In the 
cod, she voted for the Socialist 
Workers Party and for Mr. She- 
vardnadze, who is not affiliated 
with any of the 47 parties and 
Mocks that have nominated 

ranifiHiitwt 

Up for grabs are 235 legislative 
seats. Voters will pick 150 law- 
makers from candidates put forth 
by parties, 'and 84 from t e r ri t o rial 
districts. 

About 40 foreign observers 
were no hand to monitor the 
elections, including delegations 
from the United States, Canada, 
Britain and the European Parlia- 
ment. 


Fierce fighting erupts in Angolan capital 


LUANDA (R) — UNTTA and 
government forces fought a fierce 
gunbaftie on the streets of Luan- 
da Sunday after a bomb exploded 
outside a hotel used by officials of 
the former rebel movement, wit- 
nesses said. 

• It was the worst violence since 
the country's first multi-pa: ty 
elections on Sept. 29-30 aimed at 
healing the wounds of a 16-year 
civil war. 

. UNITA, which has disputed its 
apparent loss to the MPLA gov- 
ernment, said it took 12 police- 
men hostage and regarded the 
bomb blast at a hotel bousing 
UNTTA officials as an attack 
against it. 

Witnesses said the shooting 
outside Hotel Turismo began 


when gunmen m a black car 
opened fire at UNITA guards. 

The guards returned fire. A 
few minutes later, dozens of gov- 
ernment police and soldiers sur- 
rounded the hotel and random 
shooting broke out. 


A gunbattle with rocket 
eiled grenade launchers and AK- 
47 assault rifles lasted for 30 
minutes. 

Portugal's TSF Radio reported 
that three UNITA soldiers were 
wounded. Journalists said they 
saw two wounded policemen 
being carried away. The fate of 
the hostages was not known. 


Huambo to discuss the political 
crisis that erupted after the elec- 
tions. which international obser- 
vers have said were free and fair. 

No one immediately claimed 
responsibility for the bomb, 
which appeared to have been 
placed under a car near die hotel 
entrance. 


“If anything like 
near the old man (Savhnbij, war 
will start immediately,” said 
senior UNTTA official Elias 
Salnpeto Pena, surveying dam- 
aged windows. 


Most of the UNTTA leadership 
is in leader Jonas Savimbi's cen- 
tral highland stronghold of 


“When people are in danger 
we will take no half measures.” 
There was no immediate com- 
ment from the MPLA (Popular 
Movement for the Li- 


beration of Angola) gov e r n ment, 
which UNTTA (National Move- 
ment for the Total Independence 
of Angola) fought until a May 
1991 truce. 

State radio said a team of U.N. 
mediators had arrived in Luanda 
to try to defuse tension. 

Angola's 10 million people are 
still awaiting results of tire elec- 
tions, held up by Mr. Savimbi's 
charge that the government tam- 
pered with the returns. 

Mr. Salnpeto Pena said the 
UNITA leaders planned to return 
to Luanda Monday and would 
not be intimidated into leaving 
the capital. 

“We are not going to leave 
Luanda. If they want to IriU ns 
they can do it here,” he said. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Gorbachev invited to Brandt funeral" 


Romanians vote in presidential run-off 


BONN (R) — Germany wants Mikhail Gorbachev to attend the 
state funeral for Willy Brandt despite a travel ban imposed on the 
ex-Soviet leader by the Russian government, the Bild newspaper 
said Sunday. Bild said Chancellor Helmut Kohl had ordered aides 
to do whatever possible to persuade Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin to let Mr. Gorbachev come to next Saturday’s memorial 
ceremony for Mr. Brandt in Berlin. Mr. Gorbachev has been 
barred from leaving Russia after he refused to testify at a 
constitutional court hearing into the role of the now outlawed 
Communist Party he once headed. Mr. Yeltsin, Mr. Gorbachev’s 
political arch-rival, has ordered the confiscation of the building 
used by Mr. Gorbachev’s political think-tank in Moscow. Mr. 
Brandt, a former Nobel Peace Prize laureate for starting 
East-West detente as West German chancellor in the 1970s, died 
Thursday at 78 and Mr. Gorbachev called him a “great democrat” 
and one of his closest political friends. 


BUCHAREST (R) — Romanians began voting Sunday in a 
presidential election run-off offering them a further chance to 
break with their Communist past, but incumbent President Ion 
Hiescu looked likely to retain office. Mr. Iliescu, 62, a former 
Communist official who came to prominence during Romania’s 
bloody 1989 revolution, won 37 per cent of the vote in the first 
•ballot two weeks ago, just short of the absolute majority needed 
for outright victory. His challenger, Bucharest University rector 
Emil Constantinescn, 52, standing for the ' main opposition 
Democratic Convention Alliance, got 31 per cent. Voting Sunday 
started slowly in wet and windy weather in the capital, Bucharest. 


IRA kills off-duty police officer 


‘Kyrgyzstan could leave CIS soon’ 


BISHKEK, Kyrgyzstan (R) — Kyrgyz President Askar Akayev 
predicted that his state could soon leave the 11-member Com- 
monwealth of Independent States (CIS) of former Soviet repub- 
lics which he described as a temporary grouping. “We (the 
republics) need the Commonwealth for a transitional period. It 
slows down the negative consequences of the collapse of the 
Soviet Union,” Mr. Akayev said in an interview Saturday in 
Bishkek, the Kyrgyz capital. “We in Kyrgyzstan see ourselves as 
independent and self-supporting in the near future. But to reach 
these goals we must keep ourselves attached to the Common- 
wealth for this transitional period.” Mr. Akayev, a scientist who 
unlike other Central Asian leaders was never a top Communist 
official, hosted a summit of CIS leaders Friday which produced 
little more than agreements in principle to coordinate their 
economies more closely. He said Kyrgyzstan, a small Turkic- 
speaking mountainous republic bordering China, felt the Com- 
monwealth should cease to exist politically in the near future but 
economic links between members should be retained. 


BELFAST, Northern Ireland (AP) — Two gunmen of the Irish 
Republican Army (DIA) failed an off-duty police man Saturday as 
he was having a drink with his brother in a crowded downtown 
bar. The Royal Ulster Constabulary identified the victim as 
Constable Jim Douglas, 50. Police said the gunmen singled out 
their target, fired three shots and fled. The officer was pro- 
nounced dead at the scene. As the IRA men left, they left a 
package at the door. Fearing that the package contained a bomb, 
army explosives efforts carried out a controlled explosion. The 
package proved to be harmless, police said. 


Floods kill at least 60 in India 


TRIVANDRUM, India (R) — Floods and landslides in India’s 
southern Kerala state have killed at least 60 people and left 
thousands homeless, an official said Sunday. Chief Munster K. 
Karunakaran said heavy rain since Wednesday bad caused 
reservoirs to overflow and started landslides. At least 60 people 
have been killed and 21 are missing, be said. The army has been 
calledout to help local officials in rescuing marooned people and 
organising food supplies. School buildings are being used to house 
people whose homes have been washed away. Families of those 
killed will be given 10,000 rupees (S380) each in aid, he added. 


Croats 
say Serbs 


moving.on 

Gradacac 


ZAGREB (R) — The Muslim- 
held Bosnian town of Gradacac 
was under heavy artillery fire 
Sunday and its Serb attackers 
were moving more troops and 
weapons towards it, Croatian 
radio reported. 

Hie key north Bosnian town of 
Bosanski Brod fell last Tuesday 
and nearby Gradacac is one of 
the few centres preventing the 
Serbs from taking total control of 
a corridor running along die 
Croatian border. 

• The radio’s report said die 
Serbs were moving men and artil- 
lery sooth from Bosanski Samac 
and Modrica towards the Grada- 
cac defence fines. 

A source at the radio station in' 
Serb-held Brcko, a few 
kilometres to the east, said Serbs 
now controlled areas in the sub- 
urbs of Gradacac and had found 
the bodies of about 20 Goat or 
Muslim soldiers left behind when 
their amts abandoned trendies in 
the w es tern part of thetown. 

Fighting was still going on, said 
the source. 

Croatian radio also said the 
Muslim-run crisis centre outside 
Brcko had appealed to the inter- 
national community for "effec- 
tive help,” implicitly dismissing 
international peace efforts made 
so far. 

“We are fed up with resolu- 
tions which bring ns only duster 
bombs and napalm,” the radio 
quoted the centre as saying. 

The Brcko Radio Station 
source said that on Saturday Serb 
force s threw back an attack by 
Muslims and Croats on nearby 
villages. 

The source quoted an army 
statement as saying Croatian 
artillery had shelled suburbs of 
Brcko from across the border 
Saturday, inflicting heavy dam- 
age. 

The Croats had temporarily cut 
the northern corridor near 
Gorice, five kilometres west of 
Brcko, Saturday but Serb units 
had reopened it Sunday, the 
source added. 

Belgrade-based Tan jug News 
Agency said a Bosnian Serb army 
statement had reported heavy 
fighting over Saturday night and 
Sunday morning in western Her- 
zegovina, especially between 
Mostar and Nevesinje. 

Croatian radio said a bomb had 
exploded in the main street of 
Dubrovnik Friday night, causing 
damage but no casualties. 

The historic port of Dubrovnik 
was a target during the fighting in 
Croatia last year and earlier tins 
year but has been quiet for sever- 
al months. 

Sarajevo, the Bosnian capita], 
was quiet. But a fourth chila died 
in hospital after a being hit by 
shrapnel from a mortar bomb in 
the old town Saturday. 

The 2-16-year-old girl had had 
one leg amputated and died while 
surgeons were deciding whether 
she must also lose the other one. 

Sporadic sniping in the dty 
again prevented engineers from 
trying to reconnect electricity and 
water supplies cut off for the past 
two weeks. 

But the resumed refief airli ft to 
Sarajevo continued despite heavy 
rain and poor visibility. 

Three planes landed daring the 
morning and 13 more were expected 
daring the day, a United Nations 
spokesman told Renters. 

No posters adorn the sheets, 
campaigning has been minimal 
and radio, television and news- 
papers largely ignored the event 
in the run-op to the vote. 

But as the seven million voters 
began trickling to 9,500 polling 
stations Sunday the media, main- 
ly controlled by the ruling Social- 
ist Party of Serbia (SPS), turned 
the spotlight onto a vote which 
could indirectly change the 
bloodied face of Yugoslav poli- 
tics. 


Government and rebels 
fight on Burma border 


TANA KWE, Burma (R) — 
Fighting between Burmese gov- 
ernment troops and Karenni re- 
bels is raging on file eastern 
frontier despite an announcement 
by Rangoon that it had sus- 
pended military operations 
a gainst ethnic insurgents. 

A seventh day of combat Fri- 
day saw heavy casualties on both 
sides. 

Mortar duds and madnnegnn 
exchanges could be heard all 
morning at tins battlefield dose 
to the Thai border when the 
Karenni attacked a government 
frontline base. 

“We are well prepared. They 
have been frying unsuccessfully 
to seize this place for three years 
and this year it will be tire same” 
said Aung Mya, deputy comman- 
der of the separatist army as he 
monitored the fighting with a 
radio walkie-talkie. 

“Keep moving and take it, 
boys, and you can have hot rice 
for lunch,” be said over the radio 
to encourage his men to attack 
the hilltop position a few hun- 
dreds metres away. 

The Karenni are one of a dozen 
or so ethnic minorities who have 
been fighting Rangoon virtually 
since Burma’s -independence 
from Britain in 1948. They have 


about 1,000 guerrillas. 

Burmese Foreign Minister Obn 
Gyaw told the United Nations 
General Assembly in New York 
Monday that the government nao 
halted operations. 

On Thursday 10 people were 
killed and more than 40 
wounded. 

A frontline fighter’s voice 
crackled over the radio: "We’ve 
overrun the enemy’s position 
now. We’re sending down the 
wounded, please have a medic 
ready.” 

A shot in the face was 
carried on a stretcher down the 
hill tn the main Karenni base. His 
uniform was taken off before he 
was loaded onto a pick-up track 
and sent for treatment at a hospit- 
al in the Thai town of Mae Hong 
Son. 

“We found three enemy 
bodies,” said Sae Nethu as he led 
his wounded comrade down. 

At the guerrilla base, well- 
protected between two hills, 
three men were cooking rice in 
huge' pots. The rice is packed in 
banana leaves and sent to the 
front 

Other soldiers cleaned their 
weapons and some rested under 
the shade of trees after standing 
guard during the night 


De Klerk recalls parliament 
to take on rightwingers 


CAPE TOWN (R) — President 
F.W. De Klerk has set up a 
parliamentary showdown with 
diehard white rightwingers who 
say be has committed political 
suicide by apologising for apar- 
theid. 

Ihe African National Congress 
(ANC), which says he has not 
gone far enough, will be Seating 
its musdes outride parliament 
Monday ,at the start of a special 
10-day session. 

Mr. De Klerk, under intense 
Conservative pressure to slow the 
transition to democracy, is ex- 
pected to open the session at 


about 3:30 p.m. (1330 GMT) with 
a state-of-the-nation address. 

Mr. De Klerk decided in June 
to intemipt the traditional six- 
month recess for a short session 
to ratify decisions made in muth- 
paity democracy talks. 

The negotiations resumed last 
month after a four-month hiatus 
but no proposals have yet been 
agreed on the route to an all-race 
democracy. 

Nelson Mandela’s ANC hopes 
to assemble up to 25,000 blades 
for a march to the gates of the 
parliament that has exduded»them 
since it was built in 1910. 


China prepares for 
future without Deng 


PEKING (R) — China’s 14th 


Communist Party congress, 
will 


which opens Monday, will en- 
dorse Deng Xiaoping’s henchmen 
and philosophy, helping to ensure 
the veteran leader's vision for 
China’s future outlasts him. 

Mr. Deng has accepted an in- 
vitation to be a special delegate to 
the congress, spokesman Liu 
Zhongde told a news conference, 
ft could be the 88-year-old pat- 
riarch's last major public appear- 


ance. 


Mr. Lhi said Mr. Deng, who 
resigned most of his official posts 
at China's last congress five years 
ago, had been invited because be 
was the architect of the only plan 
that could save China. 

“Comrade Deng Xiaoping’s 
theory and guideline of buQdmg 
socialism with Chinese charac- 
teristics have opened up the only 
correct road for China's budding 
of socialism,” Mr. Liu said. “He 
is tiie chief architect of China's 
socialist refo mi and opening up 
and modernisation drive.” 

Mr. Deng came out of seclu- 
sion earlier this year to wage a 
one-man campaign to urge 
capitalist-style reforms that have 
sparked a burst of double-digit 
economic growth. 

Hie 1,989 delegates to die con- 
gress wiD enshrine Mr. Deng's 
pragmatic economic reform 
theory as the gadding philosophy 
that will lead China into the 21st 
century, Chinese sources said. 

They will endorse the concept 
of a “socialist market economy” 
as the way to ensure double-dipt 
growth continues but reaffirm the 
party’s firm opposition to any 
political pluralism. . 

They wiD also elect a new, 
younger and- more reform- 


minded Central Committee, the 
170-strong body which represents 
die highest layer of political pow- 
er in China. 

While ad the imp ortant deci- 
sions have already been made by 
die handful of octogenarians who 
really rule the country, the Con- 
gress will be a matchless prop- 
aganda oppo r t uni ty to tell Chi- 
na's 1.1 billion people what the 
new order is supposed to be. 

“A Congress is important be- 
cause it sets die fine,” said a 
Chinese i ntel lectual who helped 
to draft work reports for previous 
congresses. “It is modi harder to 
go against a policy if a congress 
has stated it.” 

Mr. Deng may already have 
made sure it is too late to change 
hb baric policies. 

In die 14 years since he became 
China's strongest political force, 
peasants have prospered, cities 
have become filled with consum- 
er goods and people have the 
freedom to express themselves 
through business and entrep- 
reneurship. 

“There is no turning backward, 
the question is bow fast to go 
forward and what aspects to 
emphasise, what areas to keep 
control over,” said a Chinese 
source with good contacts within 
the Communist Party. 

Those questions will be 
answered, in part, by the new 
leaders selected by the congress. 

Communist Party General 
Secretary Jiang Zemin will set the 
tone wife a keynote speech which 
will become the foens for the 
official media for months. 

' Mr. Jiang, who has jumped on 
the economic reform bandwagon, 
is assured of keeping his position, 
Chinese sources said. 


Destroyer or discoverer? Debate over Columbus’ role clouds commemorations 


SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) 

— Five hundreds years ago, an 
Italian seaman hunting for the 
riches of India happened across 
an island in the Bahamas and 
claimed it for Spain. 

Christopher Columbus' mis- 
take transformed the world he 

- came from — and devastated the 
one he found. 

Almost everyone in the Amer- 
icas and Europe, in one way or 
another, is a child of that October 
day in 1492. . 

This year's attempts to com- 
memorate the anniversary, culmi- 
nating when Columbus Day is 
observed Monday, have been be- 
deviled by confusion to rival the 
explorer’s own. 

Some honour him as a dis- 
coverer. Others revile him as a 
destroyer. There is rivalry over 
where he landed. There are 


squabbles over his bones. 

Even Columbus wasn’t sure of 


what he’d done. He once wrote 
that he thought he’d found a 
great new continent. But he later 
changed his mind. 

. “He died ... believing he had 
discovered a new route to India,” 


said historian Carmelo Delgado, 
who helped plan Puerto Rico’s 
quincentennial observances. 

San Salvador Island in the 
Bahamas Monday plans a tele- 
vised reenactment of Columbus' 
arrival on its shores. 

Nearby Cat Island will hold 
lower-key celebrations, claiming 
Columbus actually arrived there 
first. And a recent National 
Geographic article maintained 
Columbus probably landed yet 
somewhere else. 

Wherever that landfall was, the 
voices of the people Columbus 
found are lost to history. Spanish 
settlers rounded them up a few 
years later and forced them into 
slave labour. All apparently died 
of disease of maltreatment. 

The Dominican Republic, site 
of Columbus' first settlement, 
had planned the most lavish 
American celebrations of his 
arrival, hosting a Papal visit and 
opening a 10-story, $25 million 
lighthouse in Santo Domingo to 
hold his remains. 

But those events have been 
shadowed by doubts and demon- 
strations. Police recently shot and 


killed two protesters angry at the 
cost of the monument. World 
leaders who had thought of com- 
ing to the opening changed their 
minds as controversy grew. 

The Pope has tried to distance 
himself from Columbus as well. 
He’s only celebrating the arrival 
of Christianity in the new world, 
spokesmen say. 


The Dominican Republic 
claims it has Columbus' remains, 
but Spain says the admiral's 
bones are still in Seville, which 
sponsored a world’s fair this year 
in his honour, as well as a summit 
meeting of-Latin American lead- 
ers. 

Not to be left out, Columbus’ 
home town of Genoa sponsored a 
rival world's fair. 

In fact, most large celebrations 
linked to Columbus, such as the 
summer Olympics in Barcelona, 
Spam, took place in Europe. He 
is viewed more warmly among 
the discoverers than among the 
discoverers. 


“Today there is more aware- 
ness that the arrival of Columbus 
opened an epoch that destroyed. 


conquered, killed and robbed the 
native nations.” Mr. Delgado 
said. 

In the United States, 
planned to observe the Columf 
Day holiday Monday in a variety 
of ways that mirror the ambiva- 
lent emotions stirred up by the 
explorer. 

In Denver, a Columbus Day 
parade was called off minutes 
before it was to begin Saturday to 
avoid a dash with hundreds of 
American Indian activists, an 
organiser said. 

About 100 would-be marchers, 
many wcaniing Italian folk cos- 
tumes, left their floats behind and 
walked instead to the state capi- 
toL, where a crowd of about 200 
sang songs and listened to 
speeches. 

After the cancellation, Amer- 
ican Indian Movement leader 
Russell Means led his more than 
500 supporters to a rally at a 
mock, burned-out Indian village. 

There were no confrontations 
between the two groups. 

Columbus will be honoured 
with a wreath-laying ceremony in 
Philadelphia and a parade featur- 


ing prominent Italian- Americans 
in New York, while Indians in 
Columbus, Ohio — the largest 
dty named after the explorer — 
plan a memorial service to focus 
attention on “atrocities” commit- 
ted by the explorer. 

Colombia — the nation named 
for the explorer — has planned 
only smallUcale observances for 
Monday, wary of offending die 
Indian population or attracting 
terrorist attacks. 

An Indian group said Saturday 
that army intervention in a pro- 
test by In dian and peasant groups 

Friday left 22 wounded, 21 de-. 
tained and 16 missing 

The army intervened to pre- 
vent thousands of Indians and 
peasants from blocking the Fan 
‘American Highway outside 
Popayan, about 70 miles (112 
kilometres) south of Cali, said 
Milton Santa Cruz, a spokesman 
for the National Organisation of. 
Indians in Colombia. The high- 
way connects Colombia to 
Ecuador and points south. 

Colombia's guerrillas have 
tbreatend to efisrupt any Cot- 
ombus celebrations. The govern- 


ment claims the rebels will 
atte mp t to infiltrate anti Col- 
umbus protests by Indian activ- 
ists. 

In Peru, which has a much 
' Indian population. Shining 
guerrillas bombed a Spanish 
bank in Lima Friday. Police said 
the attack was an anti-Columbus 
protest 

Mexico, with 10 million speak- 
ers of Indian languages, has seen 
protests ranging from marches to 
tire hijacking of a dty bus. 

Five hundred Indian runners, 
one for each year since Columbus 
landed, Saturday covered tire last 
miles (kilometres) of a 14,000- 
rmle (22 ,400-kiIonjetres) run bil- 
led as a “voyage of rediscovery,” 

Some 230 rangers set out in 
May from Alaska, and 270 others 
from Peru, in August. Native 
peoples from as far as Alaska and 
Qrile were to converge at midday 
before tiie ancient Azfec pyra- 
mids of Teotihuacan. 

The dunce of Teotihuacan, 30 
mfles (48 kilometres) north of 
Mexico Gty, was chosen to make 
a statement about the achieve- 
ments of native cultures before 


Columbus, organisers of the run 
said. 

On Monday, the runners will 
head to downtown Mexico City 
for a final ceremony commemor- 
ating El Dia De La Raza — Day 
of the Races. 

In Bolivia, about 30,000 Indian 
farmers planned to arrive Mon- 
day in Bolivia’s capital. La Paz, 
where they were expected to shut 
down traffic. On Ocl 5,'some- 
body in the regional dty of Potosi 
blew up a statue of Queen Isabela 
— tire Spanish monarch who 
sponsored Columbus! journey. 

Indian protesters briefly occu- 
pied university campuses in Chile 
last week and leftists set off a 
bomb outside the Spanish embas- 
sy in Santiago, causing minor 

Amap» 

Rigoberta Mencfao, a Guate- 
malan Indian rights activist, 
speaking to;a native American 
conference in Nicaragua that 
ends Monday, said Oil umbos' 
arrival was no cause ftu -festiri- 
ties. 


“We have nothing to celebrate 
about this merchant- who- came 


from Europe,” he said. 
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Marilyn Monroe 
photographs star 
at London auction 


LONDON (R) — Bidders 
crowded into a central Londoi 
auction bouse to pay thousands of 
pounds for photographs of 
Marilyn Monroe. The star of the 
rale was a nude photograph of 
Monroe taken in 1949, when as a 
stru gg ling 23-year old actress, she_ 
badly needed the S50 offered by 
photographer Tom Kelj y- The 
photograph, showing her stretch- 
ed sideways across a red satin 
sheet, her face turned to the 
camera, was later used in a cele- 
brated calendar. Robert Smith, a 
bespectacled, middle-aged pub- 
lisberpaid £3.520 ($6,000) for the 
riMggfc pin-up. The shots were 
part of a sale of hundreds of 
pictures by photographere who 
specialised m snapping movie 
stars in Hollywood’s heydays 
from the 1930s to the 1950s. The 
auction in London's upmarket. 
Knightsbridge district included 
portraits of stars like Vivien 
Leigh, Clark Gable, Judy Gar- 
land, Ava Gardner, Marion 
Brando and Charles Laughton. 
But Monroe's pictures stole the 
scene at Bonhmas Auction 
House, sending murmurs of anti- 
cipation around an auction room 
packed with bidders of all, ages, 
including a Marilyn lookalike 
complete with scarlet lipstick and ■ 
masses of dyed blonde hair. Most 
sold for well above the prices 
estimated by the auctioneers. The 
sale included the last photograph, 
taken of Monroe alive, just be- 
fore she died of a drugs overdose, 
on Aug. 5, 1962. 
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Madonna 'does not 
owe’ money to 
anyone 


PARIS (AP) — Madonna, the 
recording world’s pouting, 
cranky, blase superstar, denied 
that she owes the French govern- 
ment back taxes from income she 
made In this country. “I don't 
owe anybody money,” Madonna 
told reporters- “I paid my taxes.” 
*Tm paid up with the tax adud- . 
nistration, otherwise I couldn’t ' 
come to France,” she said. “I 
think- the tax co mmissi oner just 
wants to meet me.” Her com- 
ments were reported m the media 
in French and translated into 
F-ngK*h by the AP. The sultry 
34-year-old singer was informed 
npon her arrival in France Thurs- 
day that she owes 10,472,630 
francs (around $2.2 million) in 
back taxes from two concerts she 
gave in France in 1987. The per- 
former, whose full name is Louise 
Madonna Ciccone, checked into 
the plush Ritz Hotel in downtown 
Paris under the name Diana 
Louise Tremaine, the French 
News Agency (AFP) reported. j#. 
She is here to promote her latest 
album Erotica, to be released 
Ocl 20, and her new book Sex, a 
photo collection of her in often 
erotic poses, that goes on sale a 
day later. 


Taino artifact trove 
found in Jamaica 


KINGSTON, Jamaica (AP) — A 
small wooden bird, a scoop and a 
statue of a man have focused 
archaelogtcal attention on a tiny 
cave ' in the lulls of northern 
Ja m aica. The three carvings, pre- 
sented to the public by toe 
Jamaica Heritage Trust, are 
thought to represent “centis” or 
images Of deities and other sym- 
bols sacred to the Taino or Ara- 
waks, the people who met Christ- 
opher Columbus in St Ann’s Bay 
in 1494. The artifacts represent 
the second largest group of Taino 
artifacts found in Jamaica — the 
last comparable find was 200 
years ago. Hie carvings were 
discovered by a Jamacian, 
Leonard Clayton, in an almost 
inaccessible cave in the north 
coast parish of St. Ann, said 
Donick Gray, the trust’s acting 
director of archaeology. The caye 
will be the focus of studies spool-, 
sored by the trust. ■ 
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Child prostitution 
widespread in 
Moscow —report 


A 


MOSCOW (AP) _ More 
i,ow child prostitutes are j 
their trade m Moscow and 
Openly soliciting on 
inare or in front of the ] 

h»cam, a newspaper repc 
prostitution is spread 
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“3^ years old ioi 
sen their bodies to support 
“Ives, toe Komsomolskay 
da newspaper reported. A 
** d 1 * 1 * 1 prostitutes in N 
are runaways who dud up 
mg for pimps who find d 
railroad stations. Bntsomr 
grls are sold Into prostite 
parents; the ' 
iramps and 
hesitate to seD 
aboat 30,000 rubles' 
5100),” it said. 
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